AGENDA
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
February 21, 2017 – 7:30pm

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Billboard for Arlington International Racecourse Property
Planning/ZBA Discussion
Liquor License – Class “B” Hours
Clean-Up Days for City in 2017 and then Annually
2017 Economic Development and Council Calls

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE – February 21, 2016
1) Discussion on Billboard for Arlington International Racecourse Property (City of
Rolling Meadows Jurisdiction)

Attachments:
• Aerial Photo with approximate location of the digital billboard.

Background:
Staff has been contacted by Tony Petrillo, General Manager of Arlington International
Racecourse pertaining to a Billboard on their property within the jurisdiction of the City
of Rolling Meadows. Staff has reviewed the proposed location and with an approved
variance they are within their requirements and authority to place this billboard on their
property. [Note: There is no overlay in this area therefore there is no distance
requirement.]
The billboard would be owner operated by the Racecourse and both faces (two-sided)
would be digital. Video panels may be placed on angles to permit maximum viewing
from 53 and the rough dimension would be 20’ x 60’.
This is a Committee-of-the-Whole discussion for information purposes and it will also
allow Mr. Petrillo and his Staff to hear from the City Council. From tonight’s discussion
the tentative scheduled events for this project would be (sign appeal/variances would be
required):
1) Arlington International Racecourse completes Plan Commission
application no later than Wednesday, March 1st.
2) Arlington International Racecourse will then be before the April 4th
Plan Commission.
3) Ordinance with recommendation from the Plan Commission to the
City Council for 1st Reading at the April 25th meeting.
4) 2nd Reading on this Ordinance would be conducted on May 9th.
Sections to be Consider:
•
Off-premises sign means a sign which directs attention to a use, business,
commodity, service, or activity not conducted, sold, or offered upon the
premises where the sign is located. This term also includes those signs
commonly known as advertising signs, billboards, and poster boards.
•
M-1 District
•
City Council Section 122-229 (7)
Off-premises signs as follows:

a. Off-premises signs shall be permitted only if located in a business area
(within 660 feet of highway or expressway) as defined in this chapter.
b. An off-premises sign shall not be erected or maintained with overall height,
including ornamental base or apron, supports and other structural members
which exceed 20 feet above the level of the highway upon which the sign
faces or above the adjoining ground level if such ground level is above the
highway roadway surfaced level.
c. The gross area of the sign in square feet shall not exceed two times the lineal
foot frontage of such zoning lot. However, if the sign is illuminated, the
gross area and square feet of the sign shall not exceed one times the lineal
feet of frontage of such zoning lot. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no sign
constructed shall exceed 200 square feet in gross area.
d. No portion of the sign shall extend over the property line.
e. If a zoning lot has frontage on more than one street, highway, or other public
right-of-way, in computing the allowable gross area of the sign only the
largest frontage shall be considered.
This is very similar to City Code Section 122-229 (1) – Permitted signs In the M-1
manufacturing district pertaining to freestanding signs, subject to the following
conditions:
a. One sign shall be permitted which pertains to the business conducted within the
building which is upon the zoning lot.
b. The gross area of the sign, in square feet, shall not exceed two times the lineal feet
of frontage of such zoning lot; however, if the sign is illuminated the gross area of
the sign, in square feet, shall not exceed one times the lineal feet of frontage of
such zoning lot.
c. No sign shall exceed 200 square feet.
d. No sign shall exceed 20 feet in height above curb level.
e. No sign shall be located nearer than 20 feet of the side property fine of the
property on which the sign is erected.

This item is in to gauge and inform the City Council before it goes to the Plan
Commission and Mr. Petrillo will be in attendance.

N
Area east of the light blue line is City of Rolling Meadows

Distance 596 feet

Distance 600 feet

Distance 666 feet

Property owned by
Arlington International
in Rolling Meadows
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2) Discussion on Combining Plan Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals
Background:
Currently, the City has two commission to hear zoning issues: the Zoning Board of Appeals and Plan
Commission. As a result of a similar conversation at the end of 2015, the City Council reduced each commission
from 9 members to 7 members. Now, each is a 7-member appointed commission which is scheduled to meet
monthly. The Zoning Board of Appeals generally hears cases regarding yard encroachments (e.g. placements of
sheds, garages, covered porches, fences, etc.) and building code variations and their decision is final. Whereas the
Plan Commission hears cases pertaining to subdivisions, planned developments, rezonings, sign appeals, and
special uses. The Plan Commission makes recommendations to the City Council on the petitions and the City
Council makes the final decision per an ordinance or resolution. The Community Development staff serves as
liaisons to both commissions.
In 2016, the Plan Commission met 9 out of the 12 months and heard 15 cases
In 2015, the Plan Commission met 9 out of the 12 months and heard 19 cases.
In 2014, the Plan Commission met 10 out of the 12 months and heard 16 cases.
In 2013, the Plan Commission met 7 out of the 12 months and heard 13 cases.
In 2016, the Zoning Board of Appeals met 1 time out of the 12 months and heard 1 case.
In 2015, the Zoning Board of Appeals met 3 times out of the 12 months and heard 4 cases.
In 2014, the Zoning Board of Appeals met 7 times out of the 12 months and heard 6 cases.
In 2013, the Zoning Board of Appeals met 5 times out of the 12 months and heard 5 cases.
Staff presents the idea of combining the Board of Zoning Appeals and Plan Commission into one Planning and
Zoning Commission which would hear all zoning cases. Staff has worked extensively with the combined
Planning and Zoning Commission format and believes all zoning cases could easily be accommodated with a
combined Planning and Zoning Commission.
Attached is information on how other communities hear zoning cases.

1

How Other Communities Hear Zoning Petitions

Arlington Heights
Barrington
Buffalo Grove
Elk Grove Village
Des Plaines
Hoffman Estates

Zoning
Board
Yes
7 members
Yes
7 members

Plan
Commission
Yes
9 members
Yes
7 members

Yes
9 members
Yes
7 members

Yes
9 members
Yes
7 members

Mount Prospect
Palatine
Schaumburg
Streamwood

Villa Park

Yes
9 members
Yes
9 members

Yes
9 members
Yes
7 members

Planning & Zoning
Commission

Yes
9 members

Yes
11 members
Yes
7 members +
1 assoc. member

Yes
7 members +
3 alternates

Yes
9 members

Notes

Combined 6/2014 to
create more efficiency

Combined 5/2011
Combined 11/2001

Combined 5/2015 due to:
-Lack of business for each
-Lack of membership for
each
-Chairman of Zoning Board
stepping down
In place 20+ years
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3) Class “B” Liquor Licenses Hours of Operation
Attachments: None
Background:
This discussion is up because the current owner of Armanetti Wine and Liquor (located at
4001 West Algonquin Road) has mentioned that he would like extended hours. The
owner has also reached out to the current and past Liquor Commissioners of the City (the
Mayor). Since December 2016, residents have also mentioned this issue to Staff.
Armanetti’s is considered a Class “B” establishment by the City. The City currently has
nine class B establishments: Armanetti’s; Jewel/Osco; Meijers; Garden Liquors, CVS
Drugs; Squire Liquor & Tobacco; WalMart; Bell Liquors; and Fresco Supermarket.
In a survey conducted by the Rolling Meadows Police Department the following is the
alcohol sale hours for Class B or similar licenses of certain communities:
City

Mon-Thurs

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Rolling Meadows
Arlington Heights
Palatine
Schaumburg
Elk Grove Village

9 am to 11 pm
8 am to 12 am
6 am to 12 am
7 am to 1 am
6 am to 1 am

9 am to 11 pm
8 am to 1 am
6 am to 12 am
7 am to 1 am
6 am to 1 am

9 am to 12 am
8 am to 1 am
6 am to 12 am
7 am to 3 am
6 am to 2 am

11 am to 10 pm
8 am to 12 am
6 am to 12 am
7 am to 3 am
6 am to 2 am

The owner of Armanetti’s is looking for the hours to be extended too: Friday & Saturday
open until 1 am and Sunday hours from 10 am to 10 pm. They feel the new hours will
help them compete in the market as well as retain customers.
[History: From a 1999 ordinance the hours for a class “B” were 11 am to 2 am on Friday
& Saturday. An ordinance in 2004 created the current hours of 9 am to 11 pm for Friday
and 9 am to midnight for Saturday.]

Staff Comments & Recommendation:
Staff really does not have any comments on this issue but if the City Council feels that
the hours of operation should be extend for the Class “B” at this time, then the
recommendation would be for consistency:
City

Mon-Thurs

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Rolling Meadows

9 am to 12 am

9 am to 12 am

9 am to 12 am

9 am to 12 am
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4) Clean-Up Days for City in 2017 and then Annually
Attachments: None
Background:
A few municipalities have annual “clean-up” days. Some even do this twice a year. The
reason for these days is so Staff can clean, evaluate documents, box up annual
documents, create new disposal lists, make sure that documents that could be disposed of
have been, etc. and these days are set-up so the City Hall or Village Hall is closed to the
public and Staff can work without distractions.
Usually these events happen during holidays that the municipality is open. [For instance,
the Village of Northbrook has one scheduled for President’s Day].
Please note that the City conducted one “clean-up” day during Columbus Day 2013.
The Clean-Up Day is used for all Departments except for the Police Department (they
cannot close to the public). [You might state that the day feels like a weekend, but Staff
is working in the building and participating in this endeavor].
The City Manager now recommends creating Thursday, March 30, 2017 and Monday,
October 9, 2017 (Columbus Day) for “clean-up” days. This will allow for the catch-up of
this process.
Then it is recommended that President’s Day be the annual date for this event and this
will start in 2018.

Staff Comments & Recommendation:
The City Manager recommends approval of this concept and approval of the dates
mentioned (including the annual date).
[If approved, as an example, the doors of City Hall will be posted with the following sign:
March 30th – City Hall is closed to the public today as Staff is participating in a clean-up
day! For Police Service please utilize the orange call box.]
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5) 2017 Economic Development and Council Contact

Attachment: 2016 New Business List Sorted by Ward

Background:
The more outreach the better would be the best way to summarize this discussion item.
For some time, Staff has been sending out welcome letters to new businesses. {As City
Manager I have received a few follow-up calls/contacts and “thank you’s” from this
outreach.} When received, the feedback has been mostly positive.
Beginning with the January 2017 New Business List, Economic Development Committee
members have started to contact those businesses listed. The idea behind these contacts
(mostly telephone calls) is to welcome them to the City and hopefully every month some
feedback can be received and shared. The person contacted will hopefully feel more
open or comfortable talking to a “non” City Staff member. The contacts are also set-up
to see what else the City can do for that new business.
In that thought, it is now suggested that the City Council start to contact businesses from
the 2016 list. This way current businesses are contacted by one group and approximately
one year later (yes, some months would not be a full year) another contact is made by
another group. The purpose of these contacts would be to ask if they need some help
from the City? Do they have coupons or flyers they want to share with the City that can
be distributed at events? Do they know about our community events? How could the
City better help them? Is there something they want to share with you so the Manager
knows? Do they know about the Chamber of Commerce? Feedback, outreach, and
contact is really all that is needed from the call. [You may state for some of the smaller
businesses and home businesses it is a way of how can the City help?]
Some might state, and it is Staff’s recommendation, that it would be good for the
Alderman from the Ward where a new business moved into should make that contact. As
a reminder from the January Committee-of-the-Whole meeting, with looking at the
monthly new business listing, for calendar year 2016 there were seventy-six new
businesses. [Seventeen of these businesses are classified as home occupation]. The
break-up by Ward is: Ward 1 = 4; Ward 2 = 17; Ward 3 = 2; Ward 4 = 5; Ward 5 = 2;
Ward 6 = 40; Ward 7 = 6.
While this is Staff’s suggestion, tonight is up so this idea can be discussed and it is up to
the City Council if you agree with this idea/program. This would mean annually, after the
year ends, the new business list would be sorted and distributed to the City Council.

Council Members can give any feedback at any time to the City Manager regarding the
business outreach. (Please do not take that in any way is Staff stating that an Alderman
should stop talking too or contacting any new businesses early. Actually, I know a few
Aldermen have done that and most have heard positive comments. Some of those
contacts have also mentioned to Staff that they have talked to an Aldermen as feedback
too).
FINAL NOTES: From a suggestion by Alderman D’Astice for the past few years,
monthly the new business list is presented to the City Council and the City Manager
highlights those he feels are notable. In addition, in February of 2017, from a suggestion
by resident Steve Hollish at the February 7th Economic Development Committee the
names of those new businesses can be found on Channel 6. With the new City Hall
electronic sign, new restaurants and businesses will hopefully be mentioned (especially
regarding openings….like Nic’s Organic fast Food). Finally, in March, one of the new
responsibilities of the Assistant to the City Manager will deal with contact, if a good
contact can be made, with owners of Community Development Projects. As many of you
have heard from me on numerous occasions, the general contractors, architects, and
engineers are not informing the owners regarding the true issue on timing, failed
inspections and issues on permitted projects. (Community Development deals with the
contractor, architect or engineer). While not all owners may be known from the permit,
at least another contact will hopefully help in communication. In addition, with the
Assistant to the City Manager doing this it will help in hopefully making that business
comfortable in joining community events or opening communication.

