AGENDA
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
April 20, 2021 – 7:30 p.m.
The Mayor of the City of Rolling Meadows has determined that an in-person meeting is not
practical or prudent at this time due to the pending disaster related to the COVID-19 pandemic. In a
measure to protect the safety of the residents, staff and officers of our City, the City will hold this
meeting electronically via the following:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87001901452?pwd=bE5hTzBDQzhnYnBHdm9acEl6OWovdz09
or at telephone conference number at (312) 626-6799 US (Chicago);
Meeting ID: 870 0190 1452
Passcode: 309895
The City Council room will remain open during the meeting for public attendance and the City will
stream a live audio of the meeting in the City Council room. Members of the public present in the
City Council room during the meeting are afforded the opportunity to listen to the meeting while in
the room and provide public comment as allowed and in accordance with the procedures applicable
to public comment at an in-person meeting of the City Council. Public comment will also be
afforded to the public who attend the meeting remotely via the Zoom conference line. The City is
requiring members of the public who wish to comment while remotely attending the meeting to
email the Deputy City Clerk at BROSEJ@cityrm.org at least one (1) hour before the start of the
meeting to sign up for remote public comment on the Zoom conference line. The public may also
submit written comments prior to the meeting, which comments will be read by the Mayor at the
public meeting. Written comments to be read at the meeting must be submitted to the Deputy City
Clerk by email or other written submission at least 24 hours prior to the start of the meeting. We
also urge residents to listen to the live or recorded broadcast of the meeting from their homes. The
broadcast of the meeting may be found on Channel 6 (audible only) or the following link
https://www.cityrm.org/520/Rolling-Meadows-Broadcasting-Network. ***

1) Park Street Drainage Improvement Project
2) American Rescue Plan Discussion
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Park Street Drainage Improvement Project

Attachments: Presentation Packet
Presenter: Matt Moffitt, Baxter and Woodman Engineering
Background:
The Park Street Drainage Improvement project proposes improving storm water
conditions to address drainage concerns for residents along Park Street and alleviate
area storm sewer surcharging of the storm sewer system at Meadow Drive and South
Street. The project location includes Park Street and a portion of Meadow Drive, before
the project limits run south along the south property line of the Kimball Hill School.
The project proposes the installation of storm sewer piping along the south side of the
Kimball School property, with a discharge near Salt Creek. It additionally calls for the
extension of the storm sewer north along Meadow Drive and east along Park Street to
alleviate road flooding and rear yard drainage concerns throughout the neighborhood.
The map below outlines the drainage area that is intended to be improved as part of this
project.

There is a five (5) year plan currently being developed, which will be discussed and
reviewed at the Capital Projects Committee level, and will ultimately be incorporated into
the City’s Capital Improvement Plan. The entire project is estimated at approximately
1.4 million dollars. The critical project years for this project are FY2021 and FY2022. In
these years there is approximately $800,000 in engineering and construction costs
proposed. However, these are also the years that staff anticipates utilizing fully the
$384,000 in grant funding received by the State and the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency, which will help fund those costs.
As the Council may recall, the City received $300,000 in State Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) funding as part of the 2019 Capital Project Bill for

this project specifically, and recently was awarded funding in the amount of
approximately $84,000, as part of the Green Initiatives Green Infrastructure (GIGO)
opportunity. Approximately $37,000 of the GIGO grant will be utilized on the engineering
proposed in FY2021. So, while the first two years (2021 and 2022) propose spending
the majority of the total project estimate, the grant funding the City has already received
will account for almost 50% of that cost (~$385,000).
Baxter and Woodman, the presenter at tonight’s COW, performed an intial feasability
engineering study to develop project scoping, budgets, etc. under a contract awarded by
the City Council in FY2020. The initial feasability study has been completed and as a
result, we can now proceed with the next steps of the project, which includes
engineering that will be presented to the City Council at the April 27th meeting. As part
of that engineering work, coordination and discussions with the Rolling Meadows Park
District and School District 15 will be heightened. The incorporation of bio-swales,
natural detention areas, and educational opportunities for students are all very attainable
on this project, based on the feasibility work completed by Baxter Woodman so far.
As this is proposed to be a multi-year project, staff and the consulting engineer fully
intend to continue to pursue additional funding opportunities. The incorporation of clean
water strategies such as bio-swales and a storm water basin, along with the educational
benefits for the adjacent school continue to make this project an excellent candidate to
receive funding assistance.
Staff is not seeking any direction at this time. This presentation is intended to give the
Council a more holistic view of the entire project in advance of the engineering contract
that will be brought to Council for consideration and approval at next week’s meeting.

City of Rolling
Meadows
Park Street & Meadow Drive
Stormwater Improvement Program

Matthew J. Moffitt, P.E., CFM, CPESC

Problem Area

24” Storm Sewer

• Rear Yard
Flooding
along Park
Street
• Roadway
Flooding
• Intersection
Flooding

Project Area History

Resident Complaints from 1970s
 Some Rear Yard Inlets installed

2002 Stormwater Management Study
 Problem Area #5

2020 Park Street Stormwater
Assessment

Approximately
20% of residents
along Park Street
have called in
stormwater
complaints over
the last few years.

Title
Larger & More Frequent Rain Events

Courtesy of: Illinois State Climatologist

Title
Larger & More Frequent Rain Events

Rainfall Definitions
Reoccurrence Interval
• 10-year Storm: The storm that has a 1 in 10 chance
(10%) of occurrence in any given year
• 100-year Storm: The storm that has a 1 in 100 chance
(1%) of occurrence in any given year.
• Industry standard is for storm sewer systems to have
the capacity to convey the 10-year storm

Illinois State Water Survey (ISWS) updated
Storm Definitions from Bulletin 70 (1989) to
Bulletin 75 (2019) – Approximate 15% increase
in volume for a 10-year 24-hour Storm

Rainfall
Definitions are
based off
statistical analysis

Rainfall Definitions

Storms are defined by precipitation
RATE (depth over duration)

Title
Recommended Alternative
Estimate of Probable Cost = $1,389,000

Project Benefits

Design Criteria –
provide storm
sewer capacity for
a 10-year event

Title
Recommended Alternative

Phase 4

Phase 2

Phase 1
Phase 3

Schedule is
flexible and can
be accelerated or
delayed by years

Next Steps
2021
Phase 1 Design

2023

2024

$675,000
$45,000

Phase 2 Construction

$185,000

Phase 3 Design

$25,000

Phase 3 Construction

$300,000

Phase 4 Design

$15,000

Phase 4 Construction
TOTAL:

2025

$55,000

Phase 1 Construction
Phase 2 Design

2022

$130,000
$100,000

$700,000

$200,000

The City has already secured approximately $400,000 towards
Phase 1 Design and Construction through DCEO and IEPA –
to be used in 2021 and 2022

$300,000

$130,000
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American Rescue Plan – local government side & other thoughts

Attachments:
•

None

Background:
The American Rescue Plan (The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 – ARPA) was signed into
law on March 11, 2021 and provides $350 billion in additional funding for state and local
governments (newly established Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds program).
The state funding portion is approximately $195 billion with $25.5 billion distributed equally
among the 50 states and the District of Columbia and the remaining amount distributed
according to a formula based on unemployment. (The total Plan signed into law has a value of
$1.9 trillion). [The plan had sections dealing with state & local aid; direct payments to citizens;
tax provisions; expanded unemployment benefits; small business provisions; health & human
services provisions; Medicaid/Medicare policy funding; nutrition provisions; Homeland Security
provisions; agriculture provisions; transportation & infrastructure provisions; education
provisions; environmental provisions; energy & utility provisions; consumer protection
provisions; housing provisions; a section dealing with veterans; and finally a technology,
broadband and cyber segment].
The local funding portion is approximately $130 billion, equally divided between cities and
counties. Localities will receive the funds in two disbursements – the first after the U.S.
Treasury certifies the proceeds to each jurisdiction (as early as May 10, 2021) and the second
one year later (2022 or later). [Funding must be spent by the end of calendar year 2024.]
For municipalities, $65 billion is divided between jurisdictions that are Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) entitlement jurisdictions and those that are not. $45.5 billion
of the $65 billion will be allocated to metropolitan cities utilizing a modified CDBG formula,
and the remaining amount for jurisdictions that are non-entitlement CDBG, will be allocated
according to population. For the non-entitlement jurisdictions, the amount will not exceed
seventy- five percent of their most recent budget as of January 27, 2020. Additionally, nonentitlement jurisdictions proceeds will be allocated through the state for redistribution to local
governments.
From all the information provided, the City of Rolling Meadows is scheduled to receive $2.9
million from ARPA.

Eligible uses of these funds include:
•

•

•
•

Revenue replacement for the provision of government services to the extent of the
reduction in revenue due to the COVID-19 public health emergency, relative to revenues
collected in the most recent fiscal year prior to the emergency,
COVID-19 expenditures or negative economic impacts of COVID-19, including
assistance to small businesses, households, and hard-hit industries, and economic
recovery,
Premium pay for essential workers,
Make investments in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure.

Restrictions on the uses of these funds include:
•
•

Funds allocated cannot be used to directly or indirectly to offset tax reductions or delay a
tax or tax increase;
Funds cannot be deposited into any pension fund.

As mentioned before, funding must be spent by the end of calendar year 2024.
As with previous COVID-19 relief packages, implementation will be an extensive process as
new or updated guidance and FAQs are developed and released by the U.S. Treasury. For
example, the legislation requires each jurisdiction’s executive to “certify” that the funds will be
used for eligible purposes. That process (including all paperwork, documentation, etc.) is
currently under development by the U.S. Treasury.

GFOA American Rescue Plan Act Guiding Principles
Temporary Nature of ARPA Funds. ARPA funds are non-recurring so their use should be applied
primarily to non-recurring expenditures.
•
•
•

•

Care should be taken to avoid creating new programs or add-ons to existing programs
that require an ongoing financial commitment.
Replenishing reserves used to offset revenue declines during the pandemic should be
given high priority to rebuild financial flexibility/stability and restore fiscal resiliency.
Use of ARPA funds to cover operating deficits caused by COVID-19 should be
considered temporary and additional budget restraint may be necessary to
achieve/maintain structural balance in future budgets.
Investment in critical infrastructure is particularly well suited use of ARPA funds because
it is a non-recurring expenditure that can be targeted to strategically important long- term
assets that provide benefits over many years. However, care should be taken to assess
any on-going operating costs that may be associated with the project.

The influx of funds will undoubtedly benefit state and local finances, and aid in the recovery
from the budgetary, economic, and financial impacts of the pandemic. Rating agencies will
evaluate a government’s use of the ARPA funds in formulating its credit opinion and,
importantly, will consider your government’s level of reserves and structural budget balance, or
efforts to return to structural balance, as part of their credit analysis.
Finance officers (Staff, Boards, Councils, etc.) will play a critical role in highlighting the need to
use ARPA funds prudently with an eye towards long-term financial stability and sustainable
operating performance. The funding provided under ARPA provides a unique opportunity for
state and local governments to make strategic investments in long-lived assets, rebuild reserves
to enhance financial stability, and cover temporary operating shortfalls until economic conditions
and operations normalize.
(Note: The funds received by the City will be audited by the City’s auditors and other outside
agencies).
While this discussion really deals with ARPA and local governments, please note that the small
business provision provides:
•
•

•
•
•
•

$7.25 billion for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) forgivable loans.
Made more not-for-profits eligible for the PPP by creating a new category called
“additional covered nonprofit entity,” which are those not-for-profits listed in Section
501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code other than a few excluded organizations, that can
receive an initial PPP loan and complied with certain other provisions (like number of
employees and lobbying activities).
$15 billion for targeted Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) advance payments.
$25 billion for restaurants, bars, and other eligible providers of food and drink.
$1.25 billion for shuttered venue operators.
$175 million to create a “community navigator” pilot program to increase awareness of
and participation in COVID-19 relief programs for business owners currently lacking
access, with priority for business owned by socially and economically disadvantaged
individuals, women, and veterans.

Overall, ARPA will provide emergency grants, lending, and investment to hard-hit small
businesses so they can rehire and retain workers and purchase the health and sanitation
equipment they need to keep workers safe. (The American Rescue Plan also includes a Small
Business Opportunity Fund to provide growth capital to main street small businesses in
economically disadvantaged areas, including minority-owned businesses).
Finally, for businesses and individuals I would also refer them to the State of Illinois & Cook
County programs that they have in place and continue to enhance. (It is rumored that these
programs may be increased, enhanced or renewed with the money received.)

Previous Council Action:
None on this Item.

Recommendation:
This is in for in for information purposes at this stage.
At this time, until all the rules and paperwork are completed, Staff is thinking that the best use
for the money will be to allocate it to future water and sewer infrastructure projects. Staff
strongly believes this keeps an eye towards long-term financial stability and sustainable
operating performance in the City’s Utilities Fund.

