Ordinance No. 24-31

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING VIDEO GAMING
AND CLASS “GA” AND “GC” LIQUOR LICENSES

WHEREAS, the City of Rolling Meadows, as a home rule unit of local
government as provided by Article VI, Section 6(a) of the lllinois Constitution of
1970, has the authority to exercise any power and perform any function pertaining
to its government and affairs including the power to regulate for the protection of

the public health, safety, morals, and welfare; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Liquor Control Act of 1934 (235 ILCS 5/1-1 et
seq.) and its home rule authority, the City has created a system of licenses to
authorize and regulate the sale of alcoholic beverages within the City, said licenses
not conferring a property right but each license instead representing a personal

privilege expiring yearly and with no guarantee of renewal; and

WHEREAS, the Video Gaming Act (230 ILCS 40/1 ef seq.) allows an
establishment that serves alcoholic liquor for consumption on the premises to

obtain a license to operate video gaming terminals, and

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 20-31 created “GA”" (Gaming Accessory) and
“GC" (Gaming Café) license classifications to locally authorize the operation of
gaming terminals, respectively, as an activity accessory to a restaurant and as the

principal activity at an establishment; and

WHEREAS, the number of establishments engaged in video gaming activity
has reached its lowest point since the passage of Ordinance No. 20-31, and the
City Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the City and its residents

to continue to reduce video gaming activity within the City; and




WHEREAS, the City Council therefore desires to prevent the issuance of
future Gaming Café licenses, the expansion of existing Gaming Café licenses, and
transfers in ownership of existing Gaming Café licenses, such that Gaming Café
licenses will be eliminated through attrition at the time that the current operators of

each establishment choose to cease operations; and

WHEREAS, the City Council further desires to restrict the issuance of future
Gaming Accessory licenses to restaurants that have demonstrated their business

model is not dependent upon supplemental revenue from video gaming; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to update, consolidate, and clarify the various
regulations within the City Code that apply to video gaming in order to improve
their administration, enforcement, and ease of use as well as to reflect current

practices and conditions; and

WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities of the City of Rolling Meadows have
therefore determined that it is in the best interest of the City and its residents to

amend the Municipal Code as set forth herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the

City of Rolling Meadows, lllinois:

Section 1: The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by

reference as the findings of the Corporate Authorities.

Section 2: Section 6-36, entitled “Classification of licenses for retail sale,”
of Article |l, entitled “Licenses,” of Chapter 8, entitled “Alcoholic Beverages” of the
Rolling Meadows Municipal Code shall be and is hereby amended to read as

follows [additions are bold and underlined and deletions are struek-throughl]:
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“Sec. 6-36. - Classification of licenses for retail sale.
(k) Class GA (Gaming Accessory) license is a supplemental license that
shall authorize a license holder of a Class Al, Class A2, Class A3, or Class
D license, in good standing, to operate on the licensed premises video
gaming devices that are incidental to the primary use of the premises;

subject to the following:

L. The primary or major focus of a class GA establishment shall
be the service of alcohol and/or food and video gaming must
be incidental to the service of alcohol and/or food.
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2} (3) Floor Plan Requirements,
Hs-required-thatthe The video gaming area of a GA-

=

licensed establishment must be separated from the other
area of the establishment by a partition wall consisting of {a)
a four-foot solid and permanent/stable material such as
wood, paneling, or finished or painted dry wall visual barrier
for the lower half and {b) lattice or design blocks for the

upper half,

I

By each video gaming machine there must be a table,
cabinet, or shelf so drinks and food are not placed on the
floor or on the machine.

3} (4) Hours of Operation. The operation of videoc gaming

terminals shall be not be permitted during the hours alcoholic liquor

sales are prohibited or at any time when the establishment is
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{6} (5) Automatic Revocation. The loss of the establishment's
class A1, class A2, class A3, or class D license, results in the loss
of the class GA license.
-(6) No Motor Fuel Sales. Motor fuel may not be sold by any
class GA license holder.
() Class GC (Gaming Cafe) license shall authorize the retail sale of
alcoholic liquor in video gaming cafes/video gaming lounges for
consumption on the premises, and authorize the operation of video

gaming devices upon the licensed premises, subject to the following:
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frvers, or ranges capable of preparing made-to-
order hot items on the menu. Countertop
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izza that is reheated | tandard i

overn.

iii. QOffer substantially the specific menu of al food
offerings must-be submitted as part of the

establishment’s license renewal application and will

be-subjest-te-approval approved by the-mayor-as the

local liguor commissioner. The establishment may
ify if § time to ti ith it

ii,

H-Hs-required-thatthe The video gaming area of a GC-
licensed establishment must be separated from the other

area of the establishment by a partition wall consisting of {(a)
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a four-foot solid and permanent/stable material such as
wood, paneling, or finished or painted dry wall visual barrier
for the lower half and (b} lattice or design blocks for the
upper half.

By each video gaming machine there must be a table,

=

cabinet, or shelf so drinks and food are not placed on the

floor or on the machine.

{9} (5) Hours of Qperation. The operation of video gaming

terminals shall be not be permitted during the hours alcchoilic liquor

sales are prohibited.
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42} (6) No Motor Fuel Sales. Motor fuel may not be sold by any

class GC license holder.

iii. Asuspension of the subject license pursuant to this
Chapter 6; or
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Section 3: Section 6-34, entitled “Application contents and procedure,” of
Article Il, entitled “Licenses,” of Chapter 6, entitled “Alcoholic Beverages” of the
Rolling Meadows Municipal Code shall be and is hereby amended to delete in its
entirety subsection (12), pertaining to additional application requirements for GA
and GC licenses, and to adopt a new subsection (12) as follows:

“Sec. 6-34. — Application contents and procedure.

* * *

(12) Public Hearing for Class GA (Gaming Accessory) Licenses.
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(A) Public Hearing Requirement. Upon the transmittal of a
recommendation of the Local Liqguor Commissioner
concerning an increase to the number of available Class GA
(Gaming Accessory) licenses, the City Council will conduct a
public hearing to consider the advisability of increasing the
number of licenses.

(B) Form of Notice. Notice of the hearing will be given by the
City between 30 and 15 days in advance of the hearing date
by both: (i) publication in a newspaper having a general
circulation in the City; and (ii) by giving notice by first class
U.S. mail to the owners of all properties within 300 feet,
including public properties and rights-of-way, of the subject
property of the Local Liquor Commissioner’s
recommendation. Notice to owners will be sent to addresses
identified for the mailing of property tax statements by the
office of the Cook County Clerk. Notices will be deemed
given as of the day the notice is deposited in the mail.

(C) Action upon Recommendation. The City Council may
consider an ordinance amending the City Code to increase
the number of GA licenses no sooner than the next meeting
of the City Council following the conclusion of the public
hearing.”

Section 4: The Planning and Zoning Commission is hereby directed to hold

a public hearing to consider and make a recommendation on repealing (deleting)

Page 13 of 15



the following provisions of the City's Zoning Regulations and any other
amendments thereby made necessary or desirable:
A. The entirety of Section 122-86, entitled “video gaming cafés.”

B. The definitions of “video gaming, accessory to permitted or accessory

” i mi

restaurants or bars;” “video gaming café;” “video gaming establishment;”
and any other definition pertaining to video gaming in Section 122-42,
entitled “Definitions.”

C. The classification and minimum required parking ratio for “video gaming
cafés” in Section 122-163, entitled "Off-street parking ratio
requirements.”

D. Any other provision of the Zoning Regulations pertaining to video
gaming.

The notice and holding of such hearing shall be given as required by law within 90
days after the effective date of this Ordinance, and this Section shall be deemed a
referral of this text amendment to the Planning and Zoning Commission pursuant
to Section 122-86.

Section 5: If any provision of this Ordinance or part thereof is held invalid
by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this Ordinance
shall remain in full force and effect, and shall be interpreted, applied, and enforced
so as to achieve, as near as may be, the purpose and intent of this Ordinance to
the greatest extent permitted by applicable law.

Section 6: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its

passage, approval, and publication in pamphlet form in the manner provided by

law.
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PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of Rolling Meadows, Cook
County, lilinois this 18" day of June, 2024,
AYES: Budmats, Vinezeano, Boucher, Reyez, Koehler
NAYS: O’Brien

ABSENT: McHale

F s

Lara Sanoica, Mayor

ATTEST:

Qv\ (YN Pms(/

Judifp Brose, Deputy City Clerk

Published this 20*" day of June, 2024,

QVIMH\., %Yl P

Judinb/B'rose, Deputy City Clerk
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