
It takes time to learn
how to be a good driver.
The Illinois Graduated
Driver Licensing (GDL)
Program was
established to aid
young, novice drivers in
this effort.

In 2006, I brought
together experts from
across the State of Illinois to review Illinois’ current
GDL laws. The recommendations of the Teen Driver
Safety Task Force made Illinois a national model
regarding GDL safety and have been lauded by such
groups as the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, the National Transportation Safety
Board and the National Safety Council. The
recommendations were signed into law in August
2007 and take effect Jan. 1, 2008. These new
provisions, along with the involvement of parents,
will help teens gain the experience they need for a
lifetime of safe, responsible driving.

For more information on Illinois’ Graduated Driver
Licensing Program, please visit
www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

Jesse White
Secretary of State

OTHER RELATED LAWS — 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2008
• Parental Access to Teen’s Driving Record —

The parent/legal guardian of a person under age
18 who holds an instruction permit or graduated
driver’s license may access the minor’s driving
record free online.

• Driver’s License Suspension for Alcohol
Consumption — A person under age 21 will
receive a three-month driver’s license suspension for
a court supervision for possession, consumption,
purchase or receipt of alcohol. A conviction will
result in a one-year suspension of driving privileges.

PARENTAL CONSENT
Drivers ages 16 and 17 must have parent/legal
guardian consent in order to obtain a driver’s
license. The parent/legal guardian must provide
written consent at the time of the minor’s
application at a Driver Services facility. The
parent/legal guardian also must show proof that the
applicant has had at least 50 hours of practice
driving, including 10 hours at night, during the
Permit Phase.

A parent/legal guardian may revoke consent for the
minor to hold a driver’s license at any time, for any
reason until the driver turns 18 by contacting the
Secretary of State’s office. Driving privileges will not be
reinstated until the parent/legal guardian who withdrew
consent once again provides consent or until the driver
turns 18, whichever occurs first. The teen driver must
reapply for a driver’s license and pay the appropriate
fees in order for the license to be reinstated.

Printed by authority of the State of Illinois.
October 2007 — 100M — DSD A 132.8

For more information:
312-814-2905 • 217-782-2952
888-261-5238 (TTY/NexTalk)

Jesse White • Secretary of State

PARENT-TEEN DRIVING CONTRACT
When it comes to learning the rules of the road,
communication between parents and teens is
very important. The Secretary of State has
created a Parent-Teen Driving Contract that
establishes parameters and boundaries between
parents and teens to enable young drivers to
acquire safe driving habits and skills. The contract
is available at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.
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