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 Welcome to the Rolling Meadows Police Department’s 2019 Annual Report. The report is a detailed summary of activities, 
events and items of note that have transpired during the course of the year.  

 During the last several years, the Department continued to face challenges and changes, and 2019 was no different in that 
aspect. Overall, 2019 was an exciting and productive year as we continued to focus on building police/citizen engagement and 
developing partnerships within the Community. Notable events such as National Night Out continues to grow exponentially in both 
content and more importantly, in resident participation. It has become a true celebration of the partnership the Rolling Meadows 
Police Department has with the Community it so proudly serves. 

 In 2019, emphasis has continued to be placed on Officers to be proactive and to utilize community based problem 
oriented policing strategies as a more efficient and effective way to reduce crime and calls for service. These efforts have proven to 
be successful as reported crime continued to trend substantially downward for the third year in a row. Once again, making the City 
of Rolling Meadows “A Great Place to Call Home” and a safe environment to live, work and raise a family. The dedication and 
commitment of the men and women of the Department is a significant reason for our success. These law enforcement 
professionals continue to provide outstanding and unmatched police services to the public. 

 Staffing in 2019 continued to bring with it challenges. During this past year, six (6) new sworn members of the department 
started their careers with us. These law enforcement professionals were hired after an extensive selection process was conducted 
by the Rolling Meadows Fire & Police Commission to fill vacancies as a result of retirements and departures. I’m excited for these 
new law enforcement professionals as they start their careers with the Rolling Meadows Police Department. They surely will have 
a profound impact in serving this fine Community in the years to come and be a big part of the future of the organization. 

 In addition, a strong emphasis continued to be placed on increasing the Department’s training for all its members. The 
work expectations of law enforcement is always changing. The Department must keep current and adapt to the needs of the 
Community and training helps us reach those goals and improve the level of service we provide. 

 In 2019, the Rolling Meadows Police Department also conducted an extensive review and update to its policies. This was 
partially done in preparation for State Accreditation. This review and accreditation preparation was a process that occurred over 
the course of two plus years. I’m proud to report that the police department was successfully awarded accreditation from the 
Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police. Subsequently, The Rolling Meadows Police Department is now part of a small percent of 
Illinois agencies receiving accreditation and having best practice policies in place.  

 In closing, the Department is extremely proud to serve this fine Community and we will continue to strive to be the best in 
everything we do.  

 

 

John Nowacki 
Police Chief 

Rolling Meadows Police Department 

 

 

THE ROLLING MEADOWS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION 

ROLLING MEADOWS POLICE DEPARTMENT  
 2019 

1 CHIEF 

1 DEPUTY CHIEF 

2 COMMANDERS 

8 SERGEANTS 

39 OFFICERS 

51 SWORN 

7 FULL-TIME CIVILIAN 

4 P/T POLICE ASSISTANTS 

3 P/T POLICE ASSISTANTS 2 

6 P/T CROSSING GUARDS 
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DEPARTMENT ROSTER 

Roster   Years of RMPD Service 
COMMISSIONED STAFF   
Administrative Staff    
Chief John Nowacki   4 
Deputy Chief John Sircher  27 
      
Command Staff    
Commander Mike Fior  22 
Commander Michael Spanos  19 
       
Supervisory Staff    
Sergeant Brian Barry   21 
Sergeant Daniel Cook   20 
Sergeant Matthew Weiglein  17 
Sergeant Philip Barrile   17 
Sergeant Sam Mollenhauer          16 
Sergeant Carlos Saez   13 
Sergeant Anthony Peluso  12 
Sergeant John Manfredi  12 
      
Commissioned Officers   
Officer Donald Eaton   27 
Officer Jason Everett   22 
Officer Kevin Crocker   22 
Officer Michael Courtney  20 
Officer Steven Whetstone  19 
Officer Jamie Rivera   17 
Detective Michael Schoop   16 
Officer Ellen Chism   16 
Detective Michael Katsenios  16 
Officer Brett Bawden   16 
Officer Scott McCormack  16 
Officer Kurt Herman   12  
Detective David Rathbun  11 
Officer Jason Levin   8 
Officer David Ellis   8 
Officer Christopher Danner  8 
Officer Anthony Beals   7 
Officer Maxwell Taylor  7 
Officer Joshua Ogorek   6 
Officer Marcin Magnuszewski  6 
Officer Samantha Morgan  6 
Officer Christopher Don  6 
Officer Thomas Riley   6 

 
Commissioned Officers-continued 
Officer Jason Calvaresi  5 
Officer Mike Soto   5 
Officer Nick Deau   5 
Officer Steve Chraca   5 
Officer Lisa Lamz   5 
Officer Geunyoung Pak  4 
Officer Nick Kamick           3 
Officer Alec Snear   2 
Officer Sean Biltgen   1 
2019 New Police Officers 
Officer Robert Suchecki  1/2/19 
Officer Sean Edgar   1/3/19 
Officer Stephen Mack   9/9/19 
Officer Michael Monterrubio  9/9/19 
Officer Brooke Paez   9/9/19 
Officer William Biang   12/6/19 
 
 
TRANSITIONS 
Retired Police Officers 
Officer Frederick Dubs  42 
Sergeant John Freese   35 
Deputy Chief Bill Arneson  32 
  
 
NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF 
Administrative Staff 
Linda Schendel   14 
Community Service Ofcs. & Police Assts. 
Marina Sullivan   14 
Robert Wunnicke, Jr.   14 
Anne Irsay    13 
Mark Hinds    6 
Ellie Nordin    4 
Delaney Winterstein             3  
Marisol Lebron   1 
Maxine Kamick   1 
Reyna Cortes    1 
Social Services Outreach Specialist 
Natalia Nieves    6  
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DEPARTMENT TRANSITIONS 

 

DEPUTY CHIEF 
WILLIAM ARNESON  

RETIRED SEPTEMBER 2019 
32 YEARS OF SERVICE 

SERGEANT JOHN FREESE  
RETIRED FEBRUARY 2019 

34 YEARS OF SERVICE 

OFFICER FREDERICK DUBS 
RETIRED FEBRUARY 2019 

41 YEARS OF SERVICE 
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DEPARTMENT TRANSITIONS 

 

SERGEANT SAEZ 
SERGEANT BARILLE 

DEPUTY CHIEF SIRCHER COMMANDER SPANOS 

2019 PROMOTIONS 
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DEPARTMENT TRANSITIONS 

 

OFFICER SUCHECKI HIRED 1/2/19 OFFICER EDGAR HIRED 1/3/19 

OFFICER PAEZ HIRED 9/9/19 OFFICER MACK HIRED 9/9/19 

OFFICER MONTERRUBIO HIRED 9/9/19 OFFICER BIANG HIRED 12/6/19 
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DEPARTMENT AWARDS 

OFFICER PAK & OFFICER CALVARESI 
A.A.I.M. DUI AWARD 

OFFICER BEALS &  
OFFICER BILTGEN 

LIFESAVING AWARD  

DETECTIVE KATSENIOS 
ILLINOIS HOMICIDE 

INVESTIGATOR ASSOCIATION 
INVESTIGATOR EXCELLENCE AWARD 

SERGEANT COOK, OFFICER SCHOOP  
& DETECTIVE BARRILE  

MAJOR CASE ASSISTANCE TEAM (MCAT)  
2019 COMMENDATION AWARDS 

OFFICER SCHOOP  
CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT  

EXCELLENT DUTY 
JOINT OPERATIONS AWARD 



ROLLING MEADOWS POLICE DEPARTMENT            2019 ANNUAL REPORT 

DEPARTMENT 2019 ACCREDITATION 

Accreditation is the ongoing process whereby agencies evaluate 
policy and procedure against established criteria, and have 
compliance with those criteria verified by an independent and 
authoritative body, The Illinois Law Enforcement Accreditation 
Council. The criteria, or standards, are policy development 
guidelines that represent a level of quality service delivery. The 
true indicator of compliance, however, lies with an evaluation by 
trained, independent professional peers. The establishment of 
meaningful and professional standards and an evaluation for 
compliance to those standards are, therefore, the two 
fundamentals of an accreditation program. 

On June 13th and 14th 2019, the Rolling Meadows Police 
Department assisted by Chief John Nowacki, Deputy Chief 

William Arneson, Commander Mike Fior, and Sergeant John Manfredi went through a rigorous process to attempt to 
attain Tier One Accreditation through the Illinois Law Enforcement Accreditation Program (ILEAP). The assessors that 
were assigned to the Rolling Meadows Police Department examined all aspects of the police department’s policies 
and procedures, management, operations, and support services. The Police Department had to comply with 67 ILEAP 
standards in order to gain the accredited status. The task of the independent assessment team assigned to the 
Rolling Meadows Police Department, was to prove that the department meets the ILEAP Tier One standards to gain 
ILEAP Accreditation. The assessment team is composed of 
public safety practitioners from agencies in Illinois. The Rolling 
Meadows Police Department’s assessment team consisted of 
Lieutenant Jeff Hamer of the Macomb Police Department and 
Deputy Chief Steven Weatherford of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission Police Department.  These independent assessors 
reviewed written materials, interviewed numerous individuals, 
and completed a ride along with an officer, to include visiting 
police department offices and other locations where 
compliance was witnessed by the assigned team. 

Once the ILEAP Assessors completed their review of the agency, 
they reported back to the ILEAP Committee Chairman who 
reviewed and distributed the report to the Council for its review 
and action at the Council’s next scheduled meeting.  

On July 31st, Chief Nowacki received notification that the department 
met the standards as provided in Tier One and the Rolling Meadows 
Police Department will be accredited through ILEAP. The police 
department was granted the accreditation status, which will be for four 
years.  During the four years, the police department must submit annual 
reports proving continued compliance with those standards under 
which it was initially accredited.  

On September 10th, Chief Kushner of the Des Plaines Police 
Department and Vice President of the Illinois Association of Chiefs of 
Police handed Chief Nowacki the prestigious ILEAP Accreditation award 
at a Rolling Meadows City Council Meeting. The Rolling Meadows Police 
Department is now accredited for four years, at which point we will 
reapply for accreditation. 
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OPERATIONS 

 The Operations Division consists of the 

Patrol Unit which has 30 Patrol Officers and is 

supervised by 7 Sergeants and managed by 1 

Commander. The unit provides 24-hour police 

service 365 days of the year. The Patrol Officers 

are assigned to community policing areas, 

which include residential and business 

communities, as well as our local schools. The 

Patrol Unit Officers take on the role of problem-solvers in addition to their traditional law 

enforcement duties. Every Patrol Officer is assigned an area of responsibility and communicate 

regularly with community representatives. Officers have received specialized training to assist 

them in effectively resolving issues together with residents and community leaders. Sergeants 

supervise and mentor officers during day-to-day deployment, calls for service response and case 

preparation. Several Officers belong to task force organizations such as NIPAS (Northern Illinois 

Police Alarm System) serving in the Emergency Services Team (EST) and Mobile Field Force (Civil 

Disorder) Units. Department members assigned to the Major Case Assistance Team (MCAT) 

provide investigative, forensic, and fatal accident assistance to all agency members within the 

multi-jurisdictional organization. 

 

During the last two years, the police department has had a K9 officer included in our Patrol Unit. 

Our four-legged officer (Scar) is a German Shepherd/Belgian Malinois mix (More information 

regarding Scar and his handler will be spotlighted later in this report). 
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OPERATIONS 

 The Operations Division handled a variety of duties and responsibilities including: 

 Domestic violence, domestic disturbance, and family problems calls 

 Fingerprinting business, residents, and children for identification 

 Home, business, and school security surveys 

 Juvenile problems  

 Lockouts (auto and home) 

 Lost and found (persons and property) 

 Mail deliveries (City) 

 Report safety problems, e.g., malfunctions of street/traffic lights, 
water main breaks, downed tree branches, and icy streets 

 Traffic activity:  

 Accident reporting and investigation 

 Aggressive enforcement of moving violations 

 “Street of the Week” traffic enforcement program 

 Analysis of accident data for engineering 
recommendations 

 Deter speeding through a Speed Monitoring Trailer 

 DUI and Zero Tolerance enforcement 

 Overweight truck enforcement 

 Parking enforcement (city 
streets/business contracts) 

 Preventive/Deterrent Patrol 
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PATROL UNIT 

Often referred to as “the backbone of the Department,” the uniformed Patrol 

Unit provides 24-hour coverage of the City and responded to over 9,279 calls 

this year. These calls include the above services plus emergency responses to: 

 all traffic crashes with injuries 

 all Fire Department calls 

 all industrial and commercial injury calls 

 all crimes-in-progress calls 

 

 

     The Patrol Unit responds to all emergency related calls, such as traffic 

crashes, house and car fires, suspicious persons and vehicles, crimes in-

progress calls, burglaries, robberies, assaults, industrial accidents, 

hazardous materials spills, domestic disturbances, business disputes, 

neighbor disputes, juvenile problems, crimes against property, etc. These 

officers also collaborate with all the schools within Rolling Meadows to 

provide emergency responses and practice drills.  

     Our Patrol Officers pride themselves in knowing the community they 

serve. They are true problem-solvers, always alert to identify developing 

issues and then devising appropriate responses to resolve them 

effectively. These officers work closely with Detectives, School Resource 

Officers, Community Services Officers (CSOs), other City departments, 

citizens, business owners, and organizations to find creative and successful solutions to a variety of 

problems. The Patrol Unit has adapted methods of delivering service based upon the needs of the 

community.  

 

CIVILIAN CROSSING GUARDS:  

     The unsung heroes of the Police Department 

are its crossing guards. These devoted men and 

women work part- time whenever the schools 

are open. They ensure that our community’s 

schoolchildren can cross safely at busy 

intersections near the schools. They also assist 

in crossing duties at numerous community 

events throughout the year. 
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TRAFFIC 

TRAFFIC CONTROL & ENFORCEMENT: The Department 

facilitates the safe movement of motor vehicles and pedestrians through 
traffic control and enforcement, as well as education. Traffic 
enforcement promotes the safety of motorists and pedestrians.  

TRAFFIC CRASH & CITATION ACTIVITY: The City’s low accident 

record is attributed to the Department's efforts in promoting traffic 
safety through traffic law enforcement (which includes the use of 
technology such as red light cameras) and education. Another valuable 
result of traffic enforcement is its deterrent effect on criminal activity. 
Studies show that the high visibility of the police deters crime; the crime rate in Rolling Meadows is 
relatively low, which we attribute in part to the Department’s high visibility in traffic enforcement. In 
addition to the self-initiated traffic enforcement conducted by our Patrol Officers, the following traffic 
citations were issued as a direct result from concerns voiced by our residents. 

TRAFFIC CRASHES 

 Total number of crashes 771 

Property damage crashes 326 

Personal injury crashes 167 

Private property crashes 244 

DUI related    34 

ENFORCEMENT OF DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE: The combination of alcohol/drugs and 

vehicle usage is extremely dangerous, which has created a public outcry for aggressive enforcement of 
alcohol related driving laws. This outcry is the result of the public's refusal to tolerate the senseless deaths 
caused by drunk drivers. In response to this mandate from the public, the Rolling Meadows Police 
Department has an aggressive approach to enforce impaired driving laws, including an educational program 
to prevent drunk driving. DUI enforcement is a challenging aspect of law enforcement. The legal aspects are 
complex and the arrests themselves frequently place officers in harm’s way. 

OVERWEIGHT TRUCK ENFORCEMENT: One overweight truck represents the damage of 80,000 

vehicles to our roadways. In order to control this abuse, the Department instituted an overweight truck 
enforcement program. Along with the standard police equipment, Truck Enforcement Officers are supplied 
with portable scales for truck enforcement purposes. In addition, it carries 
special evidence collecting equipment used in the investigation of serious 
traffic crashes and major crimes. 

SPEED MONITORING: To promote traffic safety, we use RADAR trailers 

designed to monitor vehicle speeds. The trailers display to motorists their 
vehicle speed and the posted speed limit, in order to increase driver 
awareness and reduce vehicle speeds. These trailers are set up in areas where 
Officers and residents have identified speed related problems. Each speed 
trailer is equipped with a computerized monitoring and recording system, so 
the Police Department often uses them to conduct traffic surveys to aid in 
determining a need for traffic control modifications. 

CITATION ACTIVITY 

 Total number of tickets: 2,673 

Parking Citations  1,216 

Circuit Court Citations 1,457 
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K9 UNIT 
     2019 was the second full year of service for our K‐9 Scar. Both he and his 
handler Officer Don had a very busy year. They engaged in numerous K‐9 
related incidents/reports. Locally, there were 10 citations issued including 
multiple local arrests. The unit had seizures of methamphetamine, heroin, 
and marijuana here in Rolling Meadows. Scar and Officer Don also 
participated in 263 hours of various training. They conducted over a dozen 
school searches. Additionally, they were called to assist outside police 
agencies on 25 separate occasions which resulted in totals of 7.7 kilos of 
cocaine, 1.72 kilos of heroin, 47 grams of heroin, and $60,000 cash to name 
just a few. While enforcement activity is extremely important for the quality 
of life of our residents, much of what Scar and Officer Don do is directly 
related to community outreach. The City of Rolling Meadows keeps a busy 
community oriented schedule throughout the year. For those who attend, 
they are very likely to encounter Scar and Officer Don. The following is a list 
of some of the events Officer Don and Scar attended. 
January 15th, City Council Presentation 

March 15th, Animal Feeds and Needs Presentation 

April 25th, K-9 Demonstration at Business Expo 

April 27th, K-9 Demonstration at Harper College Expo 

May 11th, K-9 Demonstration at Family Services BBQ 

May 16th, Bolingbrook K-9 Retirement Ceremony 

May 22nd, K-9 Demonstration for Cub Scout Troop 

May 23rd, Meet and Greet Plum Grove Junior High  

June 2nd, Illinois Torch Run (Special Olympics fundraiser) 

June 7th, K-9 Demonstration for RM Block Party 

June 10th, RM Park District Summer Camp K-9 Demo 

July 11th, RM Park District Summer Camp K-9 Demo 

July 25th, RM Park District Summer Camp K-9 Demo 

August 3rd, Corn Fest K-9 Meet and Greet 

August 6th, National Night Out K-9 Demonstration 

August 16th, Arthur Gallagher BBQ K-9 Demonstration 

September 28th, Farmer’s Market K-9 Meet and Greet 

October 5th, Hometown Hoedown K-9 Meet and Greet 

October 9th, Crime Free Multi-Housing Informational  

                        K-9 Meet and Greet at the Senior Center 

December 3rd, Youth Police Academy K-9 Demonstration 

These are just some of the events in which our K‐9 unit participated 

in. You will likely experience or witness continual community outreach 

by Scar, Officer Don, and the entire police department. In 2019, Officer 

Don and his partner Scar participated in the prestigious Von Liche 

Kennels Competition. Out of approximately 140 Police K-9s, Ofc. Don 

and Scar took 2nd Place in the Narcotic Road Clear Competition and 

2nd Place in the Narcotic Open Area Competition. These were amazing 

results for Ofc. Don and Scar. We are all very proud of and thankful that 

we have a Police K-9 Officer and K-9 of this magnitude protecting our 

city. What we have seen and accomplished this past year with Officer 

Don and Scar has again far exceeded expectations. 



ROLLING MEADOWS POLICE DEPARTMENT            2019 ANNUAL REPORT 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

In 2019, members of the Rolling 

Meadows Police Department once 

again participated in the annual Special 

Olympics Torch Run and Cop On a 

Rooftop to help raise funds and to build 

awareness. 2019 Polar Plunge was 

cancelled due to bad weather 

conditions. 
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     A Police Package vehicle is specifically 
designed and built to be used by law 
enforcement officers and it includes 
special components for the engine, 
transmission, wheels, brakes, tires, 
cooling system, electrical system, 
suspension, seating, interior controls, and 
many other parts of the car. These 
modifications improve safety, durability, 
and performance.  

     The current design of our marked 
squad vehicles showcases a high visibility 

black and white primary 
design with red, black, 

and white reflective 
lettering. In addition to 
our highly visible 
squads, we also have 

several unmarked 
patrol vehicles as well. 

They are unmarked in that they are of solid 
color but they do sport reflective decals. 
These squads serve multi-purpose needs that 
are not directly related to high visibility. The 
more fuel efficient SUVs come standard with 
a capable V6 engine and all-wheel-drive, 
which improves handling, traction, and 
control in all weather conditions as well as in 
emergency driving situations. 

Officers assigned to the uniformed Patrol Unit 
perform numerous duties and functions, and 
the patrol car has become their “office on 
wheels.” We outfit these vehicles with the 
latest technology and highest quality 
equipment available to law enforcement to 
support the Officers in their mission. This includes laptop computers on which officers can communicate 
and receive calls for service from our Emergency Dispatch Center, make various inquiries, write reports, 
and complete citations. All patrol vehicles are equipped with speed radar units, lethal- and less-than -
lethal support tools, crash investigation equipment, first-aid kits, fire extinguishers, high-visibility traffic 
vests, and traffic flares. Each patrol vehicle is equipped with an in-car video/audio recording system, 
personnel protective equipment, and prisoner safety barriers.  

EQUIPMENT AND FLEET 
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Beyond the standard police automobile, our 
agency employs special vehicles for particular 
duties. Our Mobile Command Unit is used as 
command post at all major events, police 
actions, and crime scenes. Our military-spec 
Humvee was acquired to be employed during 
major snowfalls, floods, and other natural or 
manmade disasters. Also, the Humvee is used at 
many of our community events to promote 
positive interactions with our residents. Our 
specifically-outfitted K9 vehicle, which is in its second year of use and 
solely designed for everyday K9 activity, is operated exclusively by Officer Don (certified 
K9 officer) and his partner Scar.  The newest addition to the fleet is our “Special Purpose Vehicle” or 
what we commonly refer to it as our four wheel all-terrain vehicle/ ATV 
which supplements the police department in accomplishing its objectives. We use this specialized vehicle 
for patrolling remote areas, bike trail systems, and the City parks. This vehicle can search large expanses 
of land quickly, it provides better mobility during special events such as parades and festivals, and it 
greatly enhances our Police safety mission.  

 

EQUIPMENT AND FLEET 
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INVESTIGATIONS UNIT MAJOR CASE ACTIVITY 
 Death Investigations – 9 death investigations were conducted by detectives, one being a 

suicide and one being a fatal accident. 

 Attempted murder – A shooting took place at the Walmart in June of 2019. Several subjects 

from Chicago and the northwest suburbs agreed to meet at the Walmart to complete a 

custody exchange of a child. A physical altercation ensued in the parking lot which led to a 

shooting between two subjects, one being struck in the abdomen. The injured victim was 

taken to a nearby hospital and recovered. The investigation identified a twenty-eight year 

old male from Indianapolis, Indiana as the shooter. A warrant was obtained and the subject 

was taken into custody and is awaiting trial. 

 Fatal accident – A fatal accident occurred on Algonquin Road at Kimball Hill Drive in 

September of 2019. A nineteen year old male subject was struck by a vehicle. Directly 

prior to the accident, the victim was involved in physical altercation which was determined 

to be a contributing factor in the victim being struck by a motor vehicle. A juvenile subject 

was charged for his involvement in the incident. 

 Structure Fire – The Egglectic Café caught on fire in April causing approximately one-

hundred thousand dollars in damage. There were no injuries caused by the fire. 

 Bank Robbery – A bank robbery occurred in February in the 3200 block of Kirchoff Road. 

The subject entered the bank wearing a scarf and hat and handed the teller a note implying 

he had accomplices with weapons nearby. The subject received currency and left the 

bank. The bank employees were able to identify the subject’s vehicle and advised he may 

be a customer. The investigation revealed the vehicle was owned by a professional driver. 

The driver was located and he advised the subject was taken to O’Hare Airport. The 

Chicago Police Department was notified and provided with the subject’s personal 

information. A short time later, the subject was located and arrested while waiting for a 

flight. 

 Bank Robbery – A bank robbery occurred in November in the 1800 block of Algonquin 

Road. The subject entered the bank wearing a hoodie tied tight around his face and a 

camouflage jacket. The subject handed the teller a note demanding money and received 

currency. The subject then left the area at a high rate of speed. Information regarding the 

robbery was disseminated to local law enforcement agencies and a Schaumburg police 

officer observed the vehicle. The subject refused to stop for the Schaumburg officer and 

continued driving at a high rate of speed. The subject drove to O’Hare Airport where he 

was observed by members of the Chicago Police Department. The subject was taken into 

custody without incident. 

 Robbery - A robbery occurred in April in the 1200 block of Golf Road. A subject went into 

the retail establishment and was shown two cell phones. After talking for approximately 

five minutes, the subject pushed the salesperson down, grabbing the phones out of his 

hands, causing injuries. This subject had been stealing phones from multiple stores in the 

area and several agencies were attempting to identify him. A flyer was disseminated and 

the subject was identified. Several days later, the subject was arrested by the Morton 

Grove Police Department for a similar crime. The subject was spoken to and admitted to 

stealing the phones. 
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MCAT 2019 YEARLY REPORT 

In 2019, MCAT was activated a total of twenty-four (24) times.  

*A total of 3,344.75 man hours were expended by MCAT in 2019. 
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MCAT 2019 ACTIVATION SUMMARIES 
19-01-0114: On 01/14/19, the Rosemont Police Department was dispatched to a local hotel after a 
maid found the victim deceased on the bed.  The victim had no signs of trauma, but there 
appeared to have been a second person in the room raising suspicion as to the cause of death.  
Narcotics and drug paraphernalia were found in the room, and the Cook County Medical 
Examiner's Office eventually determined the death as an accidental overdose.  Two MCAT 
members were on scene and acted in an advisory capacity by providing 10 hours of manpower 
support. 

19-02-0115: On 01/16/19, the MCAT Surveillance Team was activated to assist numerous 
departments by conducting surveillance on a serial burglary suspect.  On 01/17/19, Mt. Prospect 
Police Department and Des Plaines Police Department Detectives observed the offender burglarize 
some storage units in Lombard.  Later that morning, the offender was arrested by MCAT 
Surveillance members and transported to the DuPage County Sheriff's Police Department. The 
offender was charged with three counts of Burglary by the DuPage County State’s Attorney's 
Office.  The MCAT Surveillance Team provided 81.5 hours of manpower support. 

19-03-0123: On 01/23/19, Prospect Heights Police Department responded to a 911 call at a local 
apartment.  Upon arrival, responding officers discovered the victim deceased on the floor with a 
single stab wound to the chest.  Witnesses on scene stated the offender stabbed the victim.  It was 
later learned through family members that the offender fled to Mexico.  On 01/27/19, the Cook 
County State’s Attorney's Office approved a First Degree Murder warrant for the offender’s arrest.  
MCAT provided 1,260.75 hours of manpower support. 

 19-04-0205: On 02/05/19, the Palatine Police Department requested the STAR Team to assist with 
a fatal motor vehicle crash near Dundee and Rand Roads.  MCAT provided 4.25 hours manpower 
support. 

19-05-0208: On 02/08/19, the Wheeling Police Department requested the STAR Team to assist 
with a fatal motor vehicle crash at McHenry Road and Manda Lane.  MCAT provided 8.5 hours of 
manpower support. 

19-06-0210: On 02/09/19, Wheeling Police Department officers responded to a local residence for 
a 911 call.  Upon arrival, the victim was found in a hot tub in the residence's backyard.  She was 
unresponsive and not breathing.  She was transported to a hospital where she was pronounced 
deceased.  The Cook County Medical Examiner's Office determined her death to be a homicide by 
drowning. The husband was charged with one count of Involuntary Manslaughter. Two MCAT 
members assisted with 10 hours of forensic support. 

18-07-0417: On 03/25/19, the MCAT Surveillance Team was re-activated by the Rosemont Police 
Department reference an arson investigation from 2018 at the Donald E. Stephens Convention 
Center.  Due to security concerns from the arson in 2018, the MCAT Surveillance Team was 
requested to maintain observation on a suspect during the 2019 convention while the Rosemont 
Police Department, the U.S. Secret Service and the FBI maintained security at the event.  The 
suspect was followed during the two day convention with no suspicious or illegal activity observed.  
The Surveillance Team provided 108.75 hours of manpower support. 
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MCAT 2019 ACTIVATION SUMMARIES 

19-07-0429: On 04/29/19, the Norridge Police Department requested the assistance of MCAT for a 
death investigation at a residence.  Officers responded to a domestic dispute call and found the 
victim deceased with a wound to his forehead in the backyard of the residence.  The Cook County 
Medical Examiner’s Office determined the death was natural and caused by heart failure.  Two 
MCAT members were on scene in an advisory capacity and provided 6 hours of manpower support. 

19-08-0526: On 05/26/19, Schaumburg Police Department was dispatched to an apartment for a 
check for well-being call. Officers arrived and found the victim deceased on the floor near the front 
door with a knife protruding from his chest.  It appeared a struggle had taken place with numerous 
items knocked to the floor.  Although there were numerous suspicious circumstances surrounding 
the victim’s death, it was later determined the crime scene was staged and the death was ruled a 
suicide.  MCAT provided a total of 592.25 hours of manpower support. 

19-09-0603: On 06/03/19, the South Barrington Police Department requested the STAR Team to 
assist with a fatal motor vehicle crash at Rt. 59 and Higgins Road.  During the course of this 
activation, MCAT provided approximately 40.5 hours of manpower support. 

19-10-0608: On 06/08/19, the Arlington Heights Police Department requested the MCAT Forensic 
Team to assist with a homicide investigation.  Officers were dispatched to a residence for an 
unknown problem. Upon arrival, two victims were found deceased from multiple stab wounds. The 
daughter of the victims, was located on scene with the murder weapon. The daughter was charged 
with two counts of First Degree Murder.  The MCAT Forensic Team provided 448.75 hours of 
manpower support. 

19-11-0613: On 06/13/19, the Hoffman Estates Police Department requested the MCAT 
Surveillance Team to assist with an attempted murder investigation that occurred on 06/09/19.  
The suspect was believed to be hiding at an address in Schaumburg. A surveillance operation was 
conducted for two days.  Hoffman Estates detectives discovered that the suspect fled to Mexico 
and MCAT was deactivated.  An Attempted Murder warrant was issued for the suspect/ offender’s 
arrest. 

19-12-0618: On 06/17/19, the Arlington Heights Police Department requested the MCAT Forensic 
Team to assist with a homicide investigation.  The victim was found deceased in the kitchen at a 
residence with gunshot wounds to the back of his neck and his left cheek.  The victim’s father was 
arrested on scene and charged with First Degree Murder.  The MCAT Forensic Team provided 24.5 
hours of manpower support. 

19-13-0709: On 07/08/19, the Norridge Police Department requested the STAR Team to assist with 
a fatal motor vehicle crash at 4234 Harlem Avenue.  MCAT provided 15.25 hours of manpower 
support. 

19-14-0729: On 07/29/19, the Park Ridge Police Department requested the Forensic Team to assist 
with a homicide investigation at a residence.  The victim was found deceased from multiple stab 
wounds during a check for well-being call.  The victim’s son was arrested and charged with First 
Degree Murder.  The MCAT Forensic Team provided 281.5 hours of manpower support. 
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MCAT 2019 ACTIVATION SUMMARIES 

 
19-15-0806: On 08/06/18, the Wheeling Police Department requested the STAR Team to assist 
with a fatal motor vehicle crash that occurred on 08/01/19 at Wolf Road and Strong Avenue.  
MCAT provided 31.25 hours of manpower support to photograph and document the post-crash 
vehicle inspection. 

19-16-0820: On 08/20/19, the Streamwood Police Department requested the STAR Team to 
assist with a fatal motor vehicle crash at Irving Park and Sutton Roads.  MCAT provided 39 hours 
of manpower support. 

19-17-0825: On 08/25/19, the Bartlett Police Department requested the STAR Team to assist 
with a fatal motor vehicle crash at Munger Road and Brewster Creek Boulevard.  MCAT provided 
43.25 hours of manpower support. 

19-18-0908: On 09/08/19, the Schiller Park Police Department requested the STAR Team to 
assist with a fatal motor vehicle crash in the 1900 block of Irving Park Road.  MCAT provided 
30.25 hours of manpower support. 

19-19-0920: On 09/20/19, the Schaumburg Police Department requested the Forensic Team to 
assist with a motor vehicle crash investigation at the Woodfield Mall.  The offender caused a 
large amount of property damage.  The offender was arrested and charged with Domestic 
Terrorism and multiple counts of Criminal Damage to Property.  MCAT provided 8 hours of 
manpower support. 

19-20-0921: On 09/21/19, the Rolling Meadows Police Department requested the STAR Team to 
assist with a fatal motor vehicle crash at Algonquin Road and Kimball Hill Drive. MCAT provided 
12 hours of manpower support. 

19-21-1027: On 10/27/19, the Mount Prospect Police Department requested the STAR Team to 
assist with a fatal motor vehicle crash at Golf Road and Edgewood Drive.  MCAT provided 16 
hours of manpower support. 

19-22-1111: On 11/11/19, the Des Plaines Police Department requested the Forensic Team to 
assist with a homicide investigation.  The victim was found deceased from multiple gunshot 
wounds after Des Plaines PD officers responded to a domestic disturbance at an apartment.  The 
victim’s son was arrested near the scene and charged with First Degree Murder.  MCAT provided 
334 hours of manpower support. 

19-23-1123: On 11/23/19, the Schaumburg Police Department requested the Forensic Team to 
assist with a homicide investigation at a residence.  Schaumburg PD officers responded to a 911 
call and found the victim deceased with multiple stab wounds.  The victim’s boyfriend was 
arrested on scene and charged with First Degree Murder.  MCAT provided 11.5 hours of 
manpower support. 
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MUTUAL AID 

ILEAS/NIPAS: The Police Department participates in a number of mutual aid programs in 

order to provide and receive a cooperative, effective response to any type of incident. As a 

member of the Northern Illinois Police Alarm System (NIPAS), the Department is eligible for 

assistance for general work force requests, hostage and barricaded subject incidents, as well as 

civil disorder. NIPAS provides the following three types of mutual aid responses: 

General Mutual Aid Response:  NIPAS provides a systematic method of receiving assistance 

in the face of an emergency. The plan requires predetermined staging areas for responding 

Officers. An option of ten different levels provides a response of five to fifty uniformed Officers 

in marked squad cars. The plan is further designed to allow the response of Officers without 

depleting the staffing levels of responding agencies. 

Emergency Services Team: Formed in 1987, the Emergency Services 

Team (EST) is designed to provide a professional, trained response to a 

variety of high-risk incidents, including hostage or barricaded subject 

situations, terrorist incidents, disaster situations, high-risk warrant service, 

and other assignments. While often referred to as a "SWAT team," it is 

available for a wider variety of assignments than a conventional one. The availability 

of EST services to a NIPAS community requires the assignment of an 

Officer to the team with 24-hour availability. The team trains on a 

monthly basis, which involves practical exercises conducted by 

professionals in this area of expertise.  

Mobile Field Force: The Mobile Field Force provides a rapid, 

organized, and disciplined response to civil disorder, crowd control and other tactical 

situations. It consists of a platoon of uniformed police Officers led by a Field Force leader.  

Generally, it consists of four to eight squads of Officers and may be 

supplemented by specialized Units, such as EST, K-9, and Aviation. 

The Mobile Field Force team is available to participating 

members. Participation requires the assignment of an 

Officer to the team with 24-hour availability. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT’S WEBSITE 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 

 The Administrative Division’s mission is to provide technical support and resources to 
the Operations Division through a variety of means. The members of this Division are 
responsible for numerous tasks, which includes: 

 Preparing and monitoring the Department budget 

 Training all sworn and civilian police employees 

 Working with the Board of Fire and Police Commission regarding police personnel issues 
(hiring, promoting, etc.) 

 Coordinating of mutual aid agreements with other agencies 

 Preparing and maintaining policies and procedures 

 Managing and maintaining police records 

 All community programs (safety, education, prevention) 

 Desk operations 

 Scheduling, organizing and coordinating all police related community events 

Homeland Security 
 

Some communities and law enforcement agencies face a significantly 
greater terrorist threat than others do. Moreover, while most 

communities may not have previous involvement in a terrorist act, the 
potential is always there. It is incumbent that law enforcement agencies establish a level 
of planning and actions that address a proactive response to terrorism. A 
comprehensive approach to incident management, applicable at all jurisdictional levels 
and across functional disciplines has been created through the City of Rolling Meadows 
Emergency Operations Plan (EOP). The Police Department is responsible for reviewing 
applicable portions of the EOP that deal with Police operations and terrorism. The 
Department of Homeland Security has also participated in our NNO event and has 
supplied our department with temporary equipment needs as requested. 
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DESK OPERATIONS 
 The Rolling Meadows Police Department Desk 
Operations continued to maintain 24-hour coverage with the 
combination of CSO’s, Police Assistants, and Patrol Officers. 
Desk Officers handle incoming non-emergency calls, walk-in 
citizen reports, tow releases, records duties, and a variety of 
other support functions. Those who work the desk often have 
the responsibility of providing assistance to residents and non-
residents who seek immediate police assistance for countless 
issues. Our desk personnel’s ability to calmly and successfully 
resolve these issues, or provide those in need with the 
appropriate contact or resource for resolution is vital to our 
mission of providing the highest standard of police service to 
the Rolling Meadows community.  

ROLLING MEADOWS CRIME STOPPERS PROGRAM  
 The demands on local law enforcement have 
increased dramatically over the past several years. 
Consequently, the already limited resources of our 
agency are being stretched further than ever.  

 The Rolling Meadows Crime Stoppers program 
was started by concerned citizens who wanted to help 
their community fight the war on crime. Each local 
Crime Stoppers program is independent and operates 
under its own bylaws and Board of Directors. Board 
members come from all segments of the community 
and donate their own time and talents for one common 
goal – to make the program a success by assisting law 
enforcement in reducing crime.  
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

 Over the decades, the Rolling Meadows Police Department has reached out to the residents and 
merchants through our Community Involvement Programs that include Crime Prevention, Public Relations, 
and Crime Free Multi-Housing. As contributors to these programs, the Patrol Division Officers embrace the role 
of problem-solvers and community outreach professionals, in addition to their traditional law enforcement 
duties. They help maintain the Department’s strong relationships and open communications with residents, 
businesses, residential and multi-unit community stakeholders, city and park district personnel, as well as local 
school representatives and surrounding police agencies.  

 The collaboration by all members of the Rolling Meadows Police Department with rental property 
owners and managers, as well as other community leaders and stakeholders has improved communication and 
created a positive relationship in resolving criminal and nuisance activities. This collaboration has also worked 
to educate community members and community leaders in recognition of crime and tactics in prevention and 
has created positive alliance in working together to solve criminal and nuisance issues. In addition to the 
cooperative effort shared by the Patrol Division, the Rolling Meadows Police Department has Officer Carlos 
Saez, who is dedicated full time in coordinating our Community Involvement Programs.   

Crime Free Multi Housing: The purpose of this program is to keep criminal and other nuisance activity out of 
rental properties, by working with community leaders and stakeholders (i.e. property managers and owners).  

An important tool used in this program is a crime prevention strategy called Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED). CPTED is a set of design principles used to discourage crime and promote 
proper security. The concept is simple: Buildings and properties can be designed to prevent crime. CPTED 
principles are based on anticipating the thought processes of a potential offender and creating an environment 
that discourages follow-through. CPTED has the added advantage of creating a sense of security and well-
being among employees and tenants. When CPTED is put into practice, the resulting environment, including 
the building and its surroundings, will discourage or impede criminal behavior, and at the same time, 
encourage honest citizens to keep a watchful eye. 

Crime Prevention: Crime Prevention is the anticipation, recognition, and appraisal of a crime risk, and the 
initiation of action to remove or reduce it. Crime Prevention is an active approach utilizing public awareness 
and preventive measures to reduce crime. Effective, responsible crime prevention enhances the quality of life 
of all citizens. 

Community Relations: In an effort to further 
establish and maintain a mutually beneficial 
relationship with the community, the 
department attends business speaking 
engagements, provides safety information to 
the community, coordinates community events, 
and arranges neighborhood meetings in order 
to alert the community of any criminal trends.  
This program also coordinates senior crime 
prevention programs, as well as Citizen and 
Youth Police Academies. Once more allowing 
the department to enjoy an open 
communication and trust with the community, 
allowing for greater dialogue in addressing 
community concerns and issues.  
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
In order to successfully implement the Community Involvement Programs, Officer Saez is responsible in 
completing the following tasks:  
 Create and update Crime Free seminar presentations and present content within a monthly 4 hour seminar to 

rental property owners and managers.   
 Manage the crime free database, which includes all seminar attendees.  
 Manage Trespass Program which includes data entry, enforcement of program procedures and transfer of 

information into the Crime Free database.  
 Monitor both criminal and nuisance activity at rental 

residential, business and hotel/motel properties.  
 Serve notifications to property owners and managers 

relating to incidents occurring on their properties and 
making recommendations to alter or eliminate behavior.   

 Meet monthly with property owners and managers 
addressing criminal and nuisance concerns and issues.  

 Inspect quality of life issues such as abandoned vehicles, 
vehicles in disrepair, safety and security concerns on multi-
unit and hotel/motel properties.  

 Assist Social Services in annual Family Services community 
event.  

 Assist Social Services in annual Summer Camp event 
designed to educate elementary age youths within the 
community.  

 Assist Social Services with Shop with a Rolling Meadows 
Cop Christmas event.  

 Participate in city and park district wellness fairs.  
 Participate in city business expos.   
 Coordinate Public Safety Car Show/Block Party community 

event.  
 Coordinate Citizen and Youth Police Academies.  
 Assist in coordination of annual Family Night with the Cops community event.  
 Assist in coordination of National Night Out community event.  

 Additionally, Officer Saez was tasked in improving relations with the elderly community, thus creating and 
coordinating the Senior TRIAD S.A.L.T. (Seniors and Law Enforcement Together) Council.  Mission of the council is 
to better advocate for the senior community relating to their Crime Victimization and Safety. The council also 
focuses on senior collaboration with local law enforcement, businesses, city departments and officials in planning 
for the future needs of a rapidly growing and aging population.  Council members, consisting mostly of seniors, 
are tasked in developing programs designed to educate seniors concerning certain facts and myths regarding 
victimization of the older population. Also, educating law enforcement personnel with the needs of seniors, 
thereby assisting law enforcement in becoming more effective in their interactions with elderly victims of crime. 
Finally, assisting in reducing the fear of crime within the targeted senior-population by delivering safety, fraud 
and quality of life presentations quarterly.   

 Lastly, among the aforementioned responsibilities, all aspects of the Community Involvement Programs 
work hand in hand with the Social Outreach Specialist (Social Services) in creating a partnership with the 
community and supporting Social Services outreach efforts regarding domestic violence, quality of life and other 
social community issues.   

 Inevitably, supporting the department mission of “Enhancing the quality of life, maintaining order, 
protecting life and property and reducing the fear of crime” within the community. We are dedicated to 
excellence though Integrity, Professionalism, Pride, and Respect.   
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SOCIAL SERVICES 
The Social Services Outreach Program is a professionally staffed section of 
the Rolling Meadows Police Department. It is our goal to enhance the 
quality of life through empowerment, coordination of resources, and 
promotions of education and health among all residents of the City of 
Rolling Meadows. Our outreach program is coordinated and maintained 
by our outreach specialist, Dr. Natalia Nieves. Services offered by the 
Police Social Services Outreach Specialist, Dr. Nieves are as follows: 

• Crisis Intervention: Emergency emotional support aimed at assisting 
individuals in a variety of crisis situations that may occur within the City 
of Rolling Meadows. 

• Court Advocacy: Dr. Nieves provides assistance to victims of crimes. She is a trained advocate available 
to provide advocacy and support related to the court system and the prosecution process, and 
appraising them of their rights. During this past year, Dr. Nieves assisted over 100 families in this 
capacity. 

• Community Education: Dr. Nieves offers weekly empowerment and leadership group to resident of the 
City of Rolling Meadows. These groups are especially important in the Latino community, who have 
voiced their desire for the improvement of the relationship between police and immigrant residents. 

• Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention: Dr. Nieves has developed and implemented prevention efforts to 
reduce child abuse and neglect. Through raising awareness among the community by offering 
workshops and creating outreach events in partnership with outside agencies who specialize in child 
abuse and neglect intervention. 

• Crime Prevention for Seniors: Education-based approach utilizing public awareness to reduce the crime 
risk within the City of Rolling Meadows. Dr. Nieves is a participant in the Seniors and Law Enforcement 
Together Council (SALT), a group that organizes educational events for seniors around crime prevention 
topics. 

• Crime Victim Compensation: Making sure that eligible crime victims are connected with the 
compensation that the Illinois Attorney General reserves for victims of crime and their families for 
expenses accrued as a result of a violent crime. 

• Domestic Violence: Intervention services including obtaining orders of protection, referral for 
emergency safe housing, legal advocacy, transportation to court and shelter/safe place when needed. 
Last year alone Dr. Nieves outreached to over 150 domestic violence victims, assisted with both civil 
and criminal orders of protection, and has connected them with emergency and transitional housing, as 
well as other basic needs such as food, medical care, and clothing. 

• Emergency Assistance: Dr. Nieves is an approved Salvation Army volunteer and can directly apply for 
emergency financial assistance to families and individuals in need of a one-time help with paying rent 
or utility bills. This year alone, she prevented homelessness, and electricity shut-offs for over 20 
women, children, elderly, and persons struggling with illnesses. 

• Referrals to Supportive Services: Dr. Nieves provides assistance and referral information to specialized 
services such as legal representation, counseling and mental health treatment, among others. 

• Senior Citizen Issues: Dr. Nieves provides referrals to local organizations that specialize in providing 
assistance to older adults.  

• Short-Term Counseling: Dr. Nieves offers short-term counseling services to individuals in a crisis 
situation who do not have access to other counseling services. 
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SOCIAL SERVICES 
In addition to the above mentioned duties and services which help define our Police Social Services 
Outreach Program, Dr. Nieves has coordinated many important initiatives. Specifically, they are as follows: 

 Dr. Nieves planned and organized our 4th annual Shop-with-a-Rolling Meadows-Cop event. In 
collaboration with Walmart, over 20 police officers and staff volunteered their time to outreach to 
over 100 children this past holiday season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our Police Social Service Outreach Specialist offered over 500 free case management hours via the 
student internship program that she launched and managed. 

 Dr. Nieves established and met weekly with a group of community members of the East Park and 
Coach Light community (known as The Woman Leaders of Rolling Meadows) where they discussed 
issues related to crime prevention in their community. The group has evolved and are now in the 
process of establishing a Community Block Watch program in their community, with the goal of 
enhancing police and community relationships via building trust and accountability. 

 Dr. Nieves assisted the detectives’ bureau with the criminal investigation of sexual crimes against 
children. She also provided both legal and court advocacy and support. She has explained the criminal 
justice system, attended court dates and medical exams, and connected the non-offending parents 
with necessary counseling and social service resources to facilitate their healing. 

 Dr. Nieves has fostered and maintained communication with the Department of Children and Family 
Services, as well as Adult Protective Services. In 2019, she made over 20 reports to the child abuse and 
neglect hotline as well as reported elder abuse to adult protective services. 

  Dr. Nieves has maintained collaborative relationships with the WINGS Shelter/Safe House, and has 
used their free emergency housing services for over 10 women last year alone. 
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SOCIAL SERVICES 
 Dr. Nieves planned and executed two youth summer camps this past year; East Park and Soccer Camp. 

She also fundraised for the program and formed partnerships with the community for sponsors. Our 
summer camps outreached over 100 children in 2019. 

 Dr. Nieves took steps to preserve and strengthen our Police Department’s relationships with various 
church, schools, and agency directors via engaging in meetings with key leaders and establishing her 
presence in the social service professional arena. She belongs to the Northwest Alliance against 
Domestic Violence with Representative Michelle Mussman. Additional participants include the Third 
District Domestic Violence Court Committee which is composed of those judges assigned to the 
domestic violence court. She attends meetings and events in the professional community on a monthly 
basis. 

 Dr. Nieves has been responsible for implementing the Drug and Alcohol Outreach Program in 
collaboration with Nature’s Care. She has also been in charge of maintaining records and making 
connections with the professional community and the public regarding the program. She has been 
connecting with service providers, meeting with potential program participants, screening them for 
appropriateness, and making necessary referrals for them to receive treatment. 

 Dr. Nieves planned and executed multiple Health and Wellness Fairs for the community, where the 
residents of Rolling Meadows have been able to receive free flu shots, as well as information about 
physical and mental health resources, as well as domestic violence and child sexual abuse information 
in both English and Spanish. 

 Dr. Nieves organized an outreach event for the Latino community around Mother’s Day and also 
coordinated a holiday party and made it a community resource fair with participants from the various 
social service, health, education, and legal services offering information and ways to access resources. 

 In response to the needs of the Spanish-speaking residents, Dr. Nieves hosted a series of monthly 
consultations with an immigration attorney who offered free legal advice to the residents of Rolling 
Meadows. The same attorney also hosted an immigration workshop regarding immigrant issues as well 
as pathways to citizenship.  
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SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS 

 As part of an agreement with 
the School Districts, the Department 
assigns a Patrol Officer to both the 
grade schools and junior high schools 
(Officer Mike Courtney), as well as 
two Detectives to the Rolling 
Meadows High School (Detective Lisa 
Lamz, and newly appointed 
Detective Chris Danner). It is their 
job to build a strong rapport with the 
students and to make themselves 
available each school day to the 
student body. Both officers and 
detectives continually work with the 
principals and staff at the schools to 
ensure that students and staff alike 
have a safe and secure learning 
environment. Part of the School 
Resource Officers’ function is to 
provide counseling and education 
services to students; including gang 
and drug awareness. Additionally, 
they will take law enforcement 
actions whenever necessary and 
appropriate. 

OFFICER COURTNEY 

DETECTIVE LAMZ 

DETECTIVE DANNER 
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POLICE HONOR GUARD 

In 2019, our agency’s Honor Guard participated in ceremonial duties such as parades, funeral 
details, and the presentation of our national colors. Presentations this past year included our 
Memorial Day remembrance as well as veteran dinners. The Police Department and Fire 
Department Honor Guard Units also collaborated in 2019 at the Memorial Day Parade. 
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BOARD OF FIRE AND POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

The Board of Fire and Police Commissioners (BFPC) of the City of Rolling Meadows, 
consists of three members. Each member is appointed by the Mayor with the consent of 
the City Council. The Board derives its authority from the Illinois Municipal Code (Board of 
Fire and Police Commissioners Act), Illinois Compiled Statutes ((Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
Ch. 65, Sections 5/10-2.1-5 through 65 ILCS 5/10-2.1-6.3 inclusive), and from City of 
Rolling Meadows Ordinances. 

The responsibilities of the BFPC are as follows: 

• To recruit, select and appoint qualified candidates to fill vacancies for 
original appointment of Police Officer and Firefighter/Paramedic. 

• To determine testing and selection processes that allow qualified 
employees to participate in the promotional process for the position 
of Sergeant in the Police Department. 

• To conduct disciplinary hearings or appeals of disciplinary action in 
the Fire and Police Department. 

 
 

The current Commission is comprised of Ted Loesch, Tom Callard and Dave Walter.  
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TRAINING 
 Employee training is considered one of the most important responsibilities in a law enforcement 
agency. Police agencies are held legally accountable for the actions of their personnel and are responsible 
for providing initial and remedial training.  

Police training serves three general purposes: 

 It results in greater effectiveness, preparedness, and 
productivity 

 It fosters cooperation and unity of purpose 

 It reduces liability exposure to the Officers, the 
Department, and the City 

  

 The training program of the Rolling Meadows Police 
Department addresses the needs of the agency and the 
community. It is directed toward the Department’s 
mission, values, goals, and objectives. It is designed to 
enhance the professional development of our personnel 
through the integration of academic and technical training 
along with preparing officers for succession in the ranks. 
Consequently, proper and timely training reduces exposure 
of the Department and the City to civil and criminal 
liability. Throughout the entire career of a Rolling Meadows Police Officer, training is offered to develop 
skills, enhance officer safety, and protect our citizens. 

 One of the goals of the Rolling Meadows Police Department is to provide training for our officers that 
are current, applicable, and diverse. The State of Illinois also requires numerous mandates that the Police 
Department adheres to such as use of force, civil rights, constitutional and proper use of law enforcement 
authority, cultural competency, human rights, mental health awareness, procedural justice, along with 
trauma informed response and investigation of sexual assault and abuse to name a few. Among the ways we 
accomplish all of this is to provide reviews of policy, case law, local ordinances, and state and federal 

statutes. Much of this is performed as daily 
and monthly training bulletins in which 
officers review a written scenario and then 
choose the correct response. Another form of 
training that we provide is in-service training 
in which the trainers are either contracted 
certified trainers or our officers with 
advanced training and/or certifications. They 
conduct classroom sessions on topics such 
medical tactics for patrol, rapid response to 
active shooters, and school violence 
response. In addition, officers attend various 
types of training at off-site locations provided 
by North East Multi-Regional Training 
(NEMRT), which is one of 17 Mobile Teams of 
the Illinois ASSIST Program. 

STAFF & COMMAND GRADUATION 

CHIEF NOWACKI, SERGEANT MOLLENHAUER  

& DEPUTY CHIEF JOHN SIRCHER 

SUBURBAN LAW ENFORCEMENT ACADEMY FIREARMS TRAINING 
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TRAINING 

 Enhanced Traffic Enforcement Training 

 Supervision of Police Courses 

 Advanced Roadside Impairment Training 

 Basic Training/Peace Officer Certification 

 De-Escalation Tactics for Police 

 Death Investigations 

 Criminal Related Interviewing 

 Defensive Tactics Against Knife Attacks 

 Foundational Defensive Tactics 

 Ground Control Tactics Training 

 Basic Crisis and Hostage Negotiations 

 Rapid Deployment 

 Law Enforcement Response to School Violence 

 Field Training Officer certification 

 Anti-gang Strategies for Patrol Officers 

 Child Abuse Training 

 Incident Response to Terrorist Incidents 

 Basic Gang Enforcement Skills 

 Medical Tactics Training for Law Enforcement 

 Domestic Violence and Abuse 

 Advanced Investigations and Interviews 

 Advanced Homicide Investigations 

 Advanced Hostage Rescue 

 Ethics Courses 

 Child Abuse  

 Elder Abuse  

 Digital Evidence Processing and Photography 

 Crime Free Multi-Housing 

 Bullet Trajectory Evidence Analysis  

 TASER certifications and re-certifications 

 Emergency Vehicle Operation Courses 

 Illinois Victim Assistance 

 Breath Operator Certification 

 Canine Training and continued advanced K-9 

training 

 NIPAS Field Force Training 

 Gang Enforcement Officer Certification and Training 

 Juvenile Specialist Training 

 Gypsy & Traveler Crimes 

 Labor Relations 

 WatchGuard Dashcam Video Training 

 Effects of Trauma for Police Officers 

 Incident Response to Bombings 

 Concealed Compartment Detection 

 Advanced Patrol Tactics 

 Missing and Abducted Children Training 

 Department Wide Use of Force Training 

 Identifying False Identification 

 Ethnic and Cultural Awareness 

 Community Service Officer Training 

 Evidence Collection, Packaging, & Submission 

Management 

 Current Trends in Drug Abuse 

 Mental Health First Aid for the Public 

 Firearms Training Simulator 

 Forensic Pathology for Death, Homicide, & Criminal 

Investigations 

 Honor Guard Training 

 Illinois Tactical Officers Association Conference 

 Illinois Juvenile Officers Association Conference 

 Illinois School Resource Officers Association 

Conference 

 Identifying and Intercepting School Violence 

 Sexual Assault 

 Police Staff & Command 

 Internet Crime and Cyber Crime Investigations 

 Social Media Management  

 Firearms Instructor 

 FOIA Issues 

 Cyber Bullying 

 Laws of Arrest, Search & Seizure 

 Crash Investigations 

 Suicide Awareness and Prevention 

 Standardized Field Sobriety Testing Course 

 Forensic Evidence Technician Certification Training 

 Active Shooter Awareness 

 Advanced Tactical Firearms Training 

 Navigating Internal Conflicts within a PD 

 Women in Criminal Justice 

 Advanced Vehicle Stops 

 Fire & Arson Fatality Fire Scene Investigations 

 Basic Arson Investigations 

 Investigating Domestic Violence 

 Sexual Harassment in the Workplace Training 

 NIPAS: Unstable Platform Sniper Course 

 Leadership Skills for Street Supervisors 

 Incident Command 

 Bicycle Officer Certification and Training 

 Drug Detection Course 

In 2019, every officer attended training in various capacities; not limited to the following courses: 
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FAMILY NIGHT WITH THE COPS 

On Saturday, August 3, 2019, the Rolling Meadows Police Depart-

ment hosted the first annual “Family Night with the Cops”.  The 

event treated kids of all ages to fun, games, food, as well as a movie 

with Police Officers.  Fun included kids trying to dunk Chief John 

Nowacki in the Dunking Booth.  Games included tug of war, balloon 

toss, relay and sack races.  Kids and their parents enjoyed hot dogs, 

popcorn and cotton candy, while watching “THE LEGO MOVIE 2”.  

The event was a success with all enjoying a good time throughout 

the night.     
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT  

 

National Night Out (NNO) is an annual event meant to improve Police-

Community relations. The event is held on the first Tuesday in August 

throughout the United States. The event is coordinated by the National 

Association of Town Watch. National Night Out started in 1983 and has 

grown annually. Rolling Meadows first participated in NNO 2013 and has 

participated every year since. On Tuesday, August 6th, 2019 the Rolling Meadows Police Department joined 

more than 16,000 other communities from all over the United States to celebrate National Night Out, America’s 

Night Out Against Crime. The event promoted involvement in crime prevention activities, police-community 

partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie. 

Through the Police Department’s encouragement and promotion, approximately 4000 residents came out and 

showed their community spirit while at the same time networked with members of the police department. For 

the many that were there at the start, they were treated to the spectacle of 3 skydivers from Chicago Skydivers 

that plummeted more than 5,000 feet from the sky to their landing spot in the center of soccer field. The Lt. Dan 

Band’s own Molly Callinan opened the night by singing the National Anthem and Star Spangled Banner to all 

attendees and participants. 
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rolling Meadows Park District, along with members of the 

Rolling Meadows business community, has supported the 

Police Department’s National Night Out event by sponsoring 

entertainment which included: 

 Stunt dog show with K-9 Flight 

 Chicago Bears Mascot “Staley” 

 Exotic reptiles with the Traveling World of Reptiles 

 The Rolling Meadows High School Band  

 Battle between the Knights of Medieval Times 

 The Basketball Acrobats Xtreme Team 

 Magnificent display of police K-9 activities performed by 

our very own K-9 Scar and his partner Officer Chris Don 

 Narration and hosting by a professional Emcee 

 Entertainment acts by Circus Boy 

Some of our local businesses (J.C. Restorations, Costco, 

Culver’s, Grande Jakes, Jewel, Meijer, and Papa Saverios) 

provided food and we had two very successful free raffles via 

Ring Cameras for attendees. The Rolling Meadow’s Fire 

Department, Public Works, and local businesses all participated 

and helped make National Night Out a true community-wide 

success, ending with a great fireworks display by Mad Bombers 

Fireworks! 
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NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE-BACK 

 On October 26th, 2019, The Rolling Meadows Police Department 

and the Drug Enforcement Administration hosted a National Prescription 

Drug Take-Back Day event where people could drop off medications and safely dispose of old and 

unused prescription medications. This is the 10th annual campaign since its inception in 2010 and 

the 18th event held. Citizens continue to turn in more and more unused prescriptions at these 

events each year. A total of 4,896 state, local and tribal law enforcement partners (over 100 more 

agencies than last year) collected over 882,919 pounds of unwanted medicines (approximately 

441.5 tons). Illinois collected 29,848 pounds (almost 15 tons). Illinois sponsored 175 collection sites 

while nationally there were 6,174 sites (over 400 more collection sites than last year). 

     The National Prescription Drug Take-Back addresses a vital public safety and public health issue. 

Many Americans are not aware that medicines that languish in home cabinets are highly 

susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse. The majority of prescription drug abusers report that 

they get their drugs from friends and family. Commonly abused prescription drugs are opioid 

painkillers that accounted for a very large number of overdoses. 8 of 10 heroin users surveyed 

indicated they began by abusing prescription drugs and eventually moved to heroin when they 

could no longer obtain or afford those painkillers. Rates of prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are 

at alarming rates, as are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due to these drugs. In 

addition, many Americans do not know how to properly dispose of their unused medicine, often 

flushing them down the toilet or throwing them away – both potential safety and health hazards. 

     Since its inception in 2010, 12,699,456 pounds (6,349.7 Tons) have subsequently been safely 

collected and appropriately disposed. 



ROLLING MEADOWS POLICE DEPARTMENT            2019 ANNUAL REPORT 

SECOND CHANCE-HEROIN AMNESTY PROGRAM 

 Rolling Meadows police officers are in a unique position to offer help to those who 

need it by partnering with a local heroin intervention program. The Rolling Meadows 

Police Department adopted a “Second Chance” policy, effective October 1, 2015, to 

address the needs of any Rolling Meadows resident who comes into the Rolling Meadows 

Police Department requesting help with their opiate addiction.  

 The program was advertised through mainstream and social media outlets 

announcing the ability for heroin users who are residents of the City of Rolling Meadows 

that are seeking recovery to come to the police station and turn in their heroin and 

paraphernalia to receive free treatment without any legal ramifications. Participants must 

be 18 years or older, unless an exception is approved by the department outreach 

worker, Chief of Police, and the juvenile’s parent/guardian. 

 Once an individual comes forward and seeks assistance through the Second 

Chance Program, they are introduced to Natalia Nieves who is the Rolling Meadows Police 

Department’s Social Services Outreach Specialist. She conducts an interview with the 

person in need and makes certain that the appropriate resources are secured based on 

each individual case.  

 Participant’s drugs and or paraphernalia are disposed of accordingly through 

departmental disposal policy.   
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POLICE DEPARTMENT’S WEBSITE 

 The Rolling Meadows Police Department maintains its portion of the city’s 
website in an effort to continue the excellent communication that we have with 
our residents and visitors. The police department’s website is an informative tool 
for the user. The FAQ section addresses common questions that are usually asked 
of us, along with informative links. The police department also created forms for 
visitors to be able to download as well as online forms to file a police report that 
met certain criteria.  
 We regularly update our site with the latest police blotters and  crime 
prevention information. In addition, more information on crime free multi housing 
can be found on the attached link or you can register online for a class. The site 
also has information on our social services programs.  Anyone can visit our site by 
going to www.cityrm.org and clicking the police department link under the 
“Government” tab, or go to http://www.cityrm.org/207/Police-Department which 
is the direct link to the police department’s website page. Below is a picture of the 
homepage of the police department’s website. 

http://www.ci.rolling-meadows.il.us/272/Crime-Free-Multi-Housing-Program
http://www.cityrm.org
http://www.cityrm.org/207/Police-Department
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The police department 
continues to be informative 

with our residents and visitors using social media. We strive to find ways to keep the citizens 
of Rolling Meadows and its visitors informed of department and City events or emergencies, 
and to also engage the residents with this form of technology. We continue to show our 
residents and visitors a more approachable side of the police department and what we strive 
to accomplish in the community using our social media program, and ongoing involvement 
within the community. We use social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, 
and Instagram to accomplish this goal.  

 By accomplishing this goal through social media, the police department wishes to be 
able to disseminate the following information quickly and efficiently to keep the public 
informed: 

 Road closures 

 Emergency 

incidents 

 Weather alerts 

 Amber alerts 

 Community 

warnings 

 Police wanted assistance 

 Community events 

 The police department continues to be successful in the use of the social media 
accounts that we maintain. By using these accounts and keeping our residents and visitors 
updated on events within the city and police department we have found that the use of social 
media tools is effective and a great way to communicate to our residents when they seek 
information quickly. In the Final Report of the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing 
it is stated “They should also address issues surrounding the use of news and social media, 
encouraging the use of social media as a means of community interaction and relationship 
building, which can result in stronger law enforcement.” We believe that we have met this 
goal of the President’s Report with our social media program. In order to avoid fraud and let a 
user know that they are on the actual department social media account, the Police 
Department has all our social media accounts verified through Facebook and Twitter. The user 
will know they are on the department’s social media sites of Twitter and Facebook by seeing 
the checkmarks next to the department name which is how one knows the site is the official 
page of the police department.  

SOCIAL MEDIA 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

 As part of our commitment to the residents to engage in these social media platforms 
the police department has also joined Nextdoor.com, which is essentially a virtual 
neighborhood watch. Only Rolling Meadows residents can join Nextdoor by confirming their 
residence through an address verification indicating that they are in fact a Rolling Meadows 
resident by going to this link https://nextdoor.com/agency/rolling-meadows-police/?
i=rjbkgfrvjyvdegbuspea. 
 The police department feels this tool allows neighbors to speak to each other through 
social media and is a great way to send specific targeted information to certain 
neighborhoods. For example, if there is a rash of car burglaries in a certain neighborhood, 
using the Nextdoor platform allows the residents in this neighborhood to learn of this 
information and they are encouraged to call the police or share any information they might 
have by sending photos, videos, or a simple message.  

The current Police Department Social Media Accounts are as follows: 
 
 Facebook- www.facebook.com/rollingmeadowspolice 

 Twitter- @meadowspolice 

 YouTube- www.youtube.com/user/rollingmeadowspolice 

 Instagram- @RMPD 

 Nextdoor- https://nextdoor.com/city/feed/ 

 Join Nextdoor: https://nextdoor.com/agency/rolling-meadows-police/?

i=rjbkgfrvjyvdegbuspea 

 Residents to join Nextdoor- https://nextdoor.com/choose_address/?

i=rjbkgfrvjyvdegbuspea 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

 The police department promotes events that 
encourage community and police partnerships such 
as our Family Night with the Police, Block Party, 
Family Days, and National Night Out, just to name a 
few.   
 We again participated in Shop with a Cop by 
partnering with Meijer and Walmart to provide 
underprivileged residents in the City with a chance to make their Christmas wishes come true. We 
also participated in assisting a local food shelter with another food drive and continue to participate 
in National Drug Takeback day.  
 The police department is also committed to getting residents involved with their city pride by 

showing off their holiday spirit and decorated homes. We received a 
donation from Ring and were able to provide the top 3 houses with a 
Ring Video Doorbell 2. We have found great success by interacting with 
the residents and continue to receive positive comments with this social 
media program. 
 In conjunction with using the Facebook Page, we also utilize a 
Twitter, Instagram, and the YouTube account so residents and visitors 
can view videos from National Night Out or other beneficial videos. The 
police department utilizes the Twitter account to tweet live traffic 
incidents or other community alerts that need to be addressed 
immediately. Also, the Twitter account will “tweet” messages from our 
Facebook Page so the account is always posting information. The 
department also has an Instagram account and posts department photos. 
     Sgt. John Manfredi has been assigned to social media duties since 
2013 and is responsible for this program, along with the police 
department’s portion of the city website. Sgt. Manfredi is always looking 

for different ways to engage our residents through social media and has developed a strong 
following of individuals through the police department’s Facebook Page. Since starting this program, 
the Rolling Meadows Facebook Page has over 6,000 followers. Through 
Facebook, the police department with assistance from Officer Kurt 
Herman, Jason Everett, and Sean Biltgen is consistently engaging 
residents about department and city events along with safety 
information and department accolades.     The police department is 
constantly looking for different social media and community 
opportunities to keep the citizens and visitors of Rolling Meadows 
informed, and at times entertained, and is consistently researching 
other social media options and opportunities to implement for users. 
With the assistance of Officers Herman, Everett and Biltgen, Sgt. 
Manfredi is currently looking at different avenues of social media and is 
looking at ways to eventually reach the youth in our community more 
through this powerful technology. 
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IN MEMORIAM K-9 “HARLEY” 

 MESSAGE FROM FORMER K-9 OFFICER STEVE WHETSTONE ON THE PASSING 
OF RETIRED RMPD K-9 “HARLEY” IN 2019 

     “First, I’d like to thank Chief Nowacki, Deputy Chief Sircher, Commanders Fior and Spanos, the 
Council and the residents of Rolling Meadows for their continued support over the past few months 
since Harley’s passing.  I’d also like to acknowledge my family and the K9 handlers that are present 
this evening.  While I haven’t had the privilege to work with many of you, there’s a bond amongst 
handlers that few officers have the honor of sharing. 

     Harley’s first duty was to serve the City but became an immediate member of my family.  We spent 
4 years driving around together and he spent the next 7 protecting my house from every mailman, 
delivery guy and squirrel around. My house has become uncomfortably quiet since November. 

     I can tell our Golden misses him too. 

     He was an exceptional friend, partner, and family member.  I miss him every day.  He can never, 
will never, be replaced. 

     Again, thank you Chief, thank you DC and thank you Rolling Meadows.” 
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Thank You for  
Your Continued 

Support! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
John Nowacki 
Police Chief  
Rolling Meadows Police Department 


