
MISSION STATEMENT 
THE ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE DEPARTMENT IS A TEAM OF

HIGHLY TRAINED SPECIALISTS COMMITTED TO PROVIDING QUALITY
EMERGENCY SERVICES.  WE STRIVE TO PROVIDE THE
SAFEST, QUICKEST, AND MOST EFFECTIVE RESPONSE

TO REQUESTS FOR HELP.  

THROUGH OUR PUBLIC EDUCATION AND FIRE PREVENTION
PROGRAMS, WE HELP FOSTER A SAFER COMMUNITY

IN WHICH TO LIVE AND WORK.  



BLUSKY RESTORATION 
9/11 MEMORIAL CEREMONY





AS WE REFLECT ON THE PAST YEAR, THE DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT OF OUR FIRE
DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN A SOURCE OF IMMENSE PRIDE FOR OUR COMMUNITY. 
This report highlights our achievements, challenges, and the initiatives we 
undertook to enhance our services and safety standards throughout the year.  
In 2024, our department responded to 4,062 calls for assistance, including 
structure fires, medical emergencies, vehicle accidents, and various hazardous 
incidents. This represents a consistent trend of response requests highlighting 
both the growing needs of our community, and the unwavering readiness of our 
firefighters to protect life and property. Our average response time remained 
under five minutes, exceeding our goal and ensuring timely aid to those in need. 

Continuous training remains a cornerstone of our operational excellence. In 
2024, our crews completed mandatory training in advanced firefighting 
techniques, emergency medical response, and special rescue incidents. We also 
bolstered our mentorship program, pairing seasoned firefighters with newer 
recruits to foster skill development and teamwork to plan for the continued 
success of the department.

Recognizing the importance of education and prevention, our department 
conducted numerous community outreach programs including station tours, 
CPR classes, and school visits to educate our diverse group of citizens. 
Additionally, we held our annual open house where community members 
explored our fire apparatus, learned about fire safety, and met our courageous 
Firefighter/Paramedics. 

The Rolling Meadows Fire Department is fully committed to serving and 
safeguarding our community. We are grateful for the continued support from 
the Mayor, City Manager, Council members, the Board of Fire and Police 
Commissioners, and our community members who have empowered us to carry 
out our essential work. Looking ahead to the upcoming year, we are focused on 
enhancing our services, strengthening community relationships, and ensuring 
the safety of every citizen. 

Thank you for placing your trust in us and for supporting our Mission.
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
263    253    256    223    287    267    234    271    231    249    235    252    3,021 
104    82      94      79      89      103    141    84      103    94      94      95      1,162 

Month Total 367    335    350    302    376    370    375    355    334    343    329    347    4,183 
Cumulative Total 367    702    1,052 1,354 1,730 2,100 2,475 2,830 3,164 3,507 3,836 4,183 4,183 

176       180       182       153       207       173       170       189       167       173       182       187       2,139   

EMS
FIRE

Amb Transports

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
271    191    232    257    258    263    287    252    284    249    248    270    3,062 

94      80      83      76      96      131    125    115    95      94      88      124    1,201 
Month Total 365    271    315    333    354    394    412    367    379    343    336    394    4,263 
Cumulative Total 365    636    951    1,284 1,638 2,032 2,444 2,811 3,190 3,533 3,869 4,263 4,263 

188       128       164       182       175       178       183       162       189       158       169       200       2,076   Amb Transports

EMS
FIRE

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
197    191    249    235    211    202    212    249    243    256    196    275    2,716 

76      89      111    90      105    94      99      122    82      90      95      92      1,145 
Month Total 273    280    360    325    316    296    311    371    325    346    291    367    3,861 
Cumulative Total 273    553    913    1,238 1,554 1,850 2,161 2,532 2,857 3,203 3,494 3,861 3,861 

EMS
FIRE

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
252    212    216    176    214    202    182    195    205    208    243    201    2,506 

88      67      94      67      82      115    96      90      80      81      77      91      1,028 
Month Total 340    279    310    243    296    317    278    285    285    289    320    292    
Cumulative Total 340    619    929    1,172 1,468 1,785 2,063 2,348 2,633 2,922 3,242 3,534 3,534 

EMS
FIRE

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
202    182    247    245    240    220    216    216    244    228    240    256    2,736 
115    115    85      88      110    116    93      88      100    103    96      99      1,208 

Month Total 317    297    332    333    350    336    309    304    344    331    336    355    
Cumulative Total 317    614    946    1,279 1,629 1,965 2,274 2,578 2,922 3,253 3,589 3,944 3,944 

EMS
FIRE

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
261    219    218    229    243    225    229    255    239    227    235    216    2,796 
127    91      95      72      129    99      100    104    123    86      120    85      1,231 

Month Total 388    310    313    301    372    324    329    359    362    313    355    301    
Cumulative Total 388    698    1,011 1,312 1,684 2,008 2,337 2,696 3,058 3,371 3,726 4,027 4,027 

FIRE
EMS

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
238       210       231       208       242       264       257       250       247       250       248       261       2,906    
122       80         91         88         98         96         118       84         66         106       94         113       1,156    
360       290       322       296       340       360       375       334       313       356       342       374       4,062    

Cumulative Total 360       650       972       1,268    1,608    1,968    2,343    2,677    2,990    3,346    3,688    4,062    4,062    
EMS Cumulative Total 211       394       601       786       993       1,217    1,437    1,654    1,868    2,078    2,289    2,514    2,514    
EMS Transports 211          183          207          185          207          224          220          217          214          210          211          225          2,514      

121          94            93            88            114          95            102          117          121          104          104          123          1,276      
90            89            114          97            93            129          118          100          93            106          107          102          1,238      

EMS
FIRE

ALS
BLS

Month Total
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GOOD INTENT CALL 369           
Good intent call, other 9               

Good intent call, No Patient Contact 6               
Wires down, Not power 2               

Dispatched and cancelled en route 257           
Dispatched & returned by another agency 20             

Errant Dispatch/Dispatcher Error 9               
Wrong location 1               

No incident found on arrival at dispatch address 21             
Authorized controlled burning 1               

Allowable use of outdoor fireplace 1               
Vicinity alarm (incident in other location) 2               

Steam, other gas mistaken for smoke, other 1               
Smoke scare, odor of smoke 36             

Steam, vapor, fog or dust thought to be smoke 2               
HazMat release investigation w/no HazMat 1               

HAZARDOUS CONDITION (No Fire) 78             
Gas leak (natural gas or LPG) 21             

Carbon Dioxide Leak/Incident (CO2) 2               
Chemical hazard (no spil l  or leak) 1               

Carbon monoxide incident 12             
Electrical  wiring/equipment problem, other 17             

Overheated motor 8               
Electric Power l ine down 8               

Arcing, shorted electrical equipment 8               
Building or structure weakened or collapsed 1               

FIRE 67             
Fire contained in Appliance 3               

Building fire 9               
Building Fire Out of town 19             

Fire in an Appliance 2               
Fires in structure other than in a building 1               

 Cooking fire, confined to container 3               
Trash or rubbish fire, contained 2               

Fire in portable building, fixed location 1               
Mobile property (vehicle) fire, other 3               

Passenger vehicle fire 8               
Natural vegetation fire, other 1               

Brush or brush-and-grass mixture fire 2               
Mulch Fire 6               

Outside rubbish fire, other 3               
Outside rubbish, trash or waste fire 2               

Dumpster or other outside trash receptacle fire 2               

RESCUE & EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE 2,906       
Medical Alert-False Activation 28             

Check on Well Being - No Patient 14             
Ems Call, No Patient Contact 31             

Medical assist, assist EMS crew 2               
Emergency medical service, other 2               

EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 2,541       
Cardiac Emergency 9               

Motor vehicle accident with injuries 123           
Motor vehicle accident with extrication 1               

Accident involving bicycle 5               
Vehicle Accident involving motorcycle 3               

Motor vehicle/pedestrian accident (MV Ped) 6               
Motor vehicle accident with no injuries. 29             

Lock-in 1               
Extrication, rescue, other 1               

Removal of victim(s) from stalled elevator 19             
Trench/below-grade rescue 1               

Assist invalid 90             

FALSE ALARM & FALSE CALL 502           
Malicious, mischievous false call, other 1               

Municipal alarm system, malicious false alarm 3               
Direct tie to FD, malicious false alarm 1               

Telephone, malicious false alarm 1               
Central station, malicious false alarm 2               

 Local alarm system, malicious false alarm 2               
System malfunction, other 11             

Trouble Alarm  Unable to reset 50             
 Trouble Alarm  Reset 7               

Supervisory (tamper, low temp, low pressure) 4               
Trouble alarm due to power outage 7               

Trouble Alarm - unknown reason 8               
Trouble Alarm - Radio transmitter problem 1               

Trouble Alarm - Loss of signal/Comm Failure 2               
Dry valve tripped - no fire 1               

Smoke Alarm activation due to malfunction 18             
Smoke Alarm - Low Battery/End of Life 10             

Alarm system sounded due to malfunction 46             
Fire Alarm sounded due to loss of Power 4               

CO detector activation due to malfunction 5               
CO detector - Low Battery/End of Life 9               

Unintentional transmission of alarm, other 17             
Sprinkler activation, no fire - unintentional 1               

Broken sprinkler due to freezing 5               
Smoke Alarm activation, no fire - unintentional 88             

Detector activation, no fire - unintentional 22             
Alarm system activation, no fire - unintentional 159           

Carbon monoxide detector activation, no CO 17             

OVERPRESSURE RUPTURE, EXPLOSION, OVERHEAT (No Fire) 4               
Overpressure rupture of air or gas pipe/pipeline 1               

Chemical reaction rupture of process vessel 1               
Excessive heat, scorch burns with no ignition 2               

SEVERE WEATHER & NATURAL DISASTER 1               
Severe weather or natural disaster standby 1               

8

Lock-out 29 
Ring or jewelry removal 1 

Water problem, other 2 
Water or steam leak 9 

Smoke or odor removal 4 
Odor Investigation Unfounded/Unknown 31 

Public service assistance, other 10 
Assist police or other governmental agency 17 

Public service 5 
Defective elevator, no occupants 3 

Elevator, Open line - no occupants 3 
Unauthorized burning 3 

Cover assignment, standby, moveup 18 
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THE ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE DEPARTMENT IS PART OF THE ILLINOIS MUTUAL AID BOX ALARM SYSTEM
(MABAS) DIVISION I TEAM.  MABAS defines response plans to any location within the State of 
Illinois when resources and assets to support disaster-stricken communities are in need.  
The Rolling Meadows Fire Department MABAS Division I Team is skilled and equipped to 
respond to Fire, EMS, Technical Rescue, Urban Search & Rescue, Water Rescue & Recovery, 
and Hazardous Materials incidents.  Rolling Meadows Fire Department also responds as a 
MABAS Partner Agency with Cook County’s Department of Homeland Emergency 
Management & Regional Security. 

In addition to MABAS Agreements, we maintain Automatic Aid Agreements with three (3) 
of our surrounding departments including Arlington Heights Fire Department, Palatine Fire 
Department, and Inverness Fire Protection District. These Agreements are designed to 
maximize resources to our respective communities and increase the efficiency of the 
responding agencies.
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IN 2024, 1,455 OF THE
EMERGENCY VEHICLE RESPONSE
FOR ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE
DEPARTMENT INVOLVED A MUTUAL
AID RESPONSE TO OR FROM OUR
NEIGHBORING DEPARTMENTS.
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IN SEPTEMBER OF 2024, ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE WAS AMONG SEVENTEEN (17) LOCAL DEPARTMENTS DEPLOYING
FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDICS TO AID THOSE IN NEED IN RESPONSE TO THE DEVASTATING EFFECTS OF HURRICANE HELENE.  

MABAS Illinois Water Rescue 1; IL-WR1 (from left front row) Des Plaines Fire-Eric Zack, Wilmette Fire-Dave Grajewski, 
Mount Prospect Fire-Kevin Swat, Rolling Meadows Fire-Ben Dwyer, Wilmette Fire-Cody Riggan, Palatine Fire-Joe Duer; 
(second row from left) Arlington Heights Fire-David Johnson, Hoffman Estates Fire-Nick Forseythe, 
Wilmette Fire-Dan Walters, Deerfield-Bannockburn-Ken Schulman
Shope Creek Road, Asheville, NC. (Photos submitted)13

MABAS Illinois Water Rescue 1 (IL-WR1)  responded to carry out a Search and Rescue Mission in and around 
Asheville, North Carolina.  BC Ben Dwyer was deployed prior to Hurricane Helene making landfall.  The first days 
of this mission were spent conducting swiftwater rescues.  Once the waters receded, IL-WR1 was tasked with 
wide area searches followed by days of grid searches from house to house, car to car, and within twisted piles of 
debris. The IL-WR1 worked for eleven (11) days searching the devastated areas around Asheville.  
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IN SERVICE IN 2024, THE NEW BATTALION CHIEF VEHICLE IS KEY TO THE OPERATION OF RAPID AND
EFFICIENT RESPONSE TO ROLLING MEADOWS AND NEIGHBORING CITIES. This Operations vehicle 
includes a command board and all pertinent equipment for the management of 
resources of personnel and apparatus during an incident.

FIRE CHIEF
PETER SUTTER

LT JOHN
PALMISANO

FF/PM BEN
KAMMINGA

PLANNING CONTINUES FOR THE NEW DEPARTMENT PIERCE ENGINE SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN
SEPTEMBER OF 2025. The new engine will be a duplicate of Engine 16 and will replace 
Reserve Engine 612 which was been in our fleet and operational for the past 20 years. 

15



LT ROBERT
RABELHOFER

FF/PM LANCE
NEUSES

THE COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION OVERSEES THE MAINTENANCE AND USE OF THE STATION
ALERTING EQUIPMENT AND THE COMPUTER AIDED DISPATCH SYSTEM.  The Communications 
Division works closely with the Rolling Meadows IT Department to ensure our 
vehicle mounted mobile data terminals, or MDTs, are operational and updated.  
We also work with the Public Works Motor Pool Division to aid us in installing 
radios and MDT hardware in our vehicles ensuring they are mission ready at all 
times.  

The Rolling Meadows Fire Department’s dispatching needs are handled by 
Northwest Central Dispatch.  Northwest Central provides service to twelve (12) 
area fire departments and is the MABAS Division I Dispatch Center. At times, 
when Division I requires assistance from various agencies due to a large-scale 
incident or multiple concurrent incidents, Northwest Central consolidates the 
dispatching duties into a single location.  This consolidation expedites the 
resources necessary to respond to the emergency.  The same holds true for other 
MABAS Divisions outside of Division I, Northwest Central becomes the single 
point of contact allowing quick and seamless aid for response.  The MABAS 
system of mutual aid and dispatching is utilized throughout Illinois and five (5) 
neighboring states.

In 2024, the Communications Division managed the acquisition and 
implementation of new portable radios for Rolling Meadows Fire Operations.  
The department received forty-four (44) new Motorola APX NEXT radios which 
were funded and supplied by Northwest Central Dispatch.  These new radios 
replaced our existing portable radios which were no longer supported by 
Motorola.  This is the first time that Northwest Central has provided radios to 
their agencies.  The new Motorola APX NEXT portable radios are equipped with 
dual band capability allowing communication with Northwest Central Dispatch, 
our neighboring agencies, and any other public safety or public service agency in 
Illinois. 

With the acquisition of the new portable radios, consistent updating to our radio 
programming is necessary.  We work with Northwest Central to keep our radio 
systems up to date with the most current programming. 

The Fire Department purchased and put into service a new Battalion Chief 
vehicle in 2024.  The Communications Division secured and put into service an 
MDT, four (4) mobile radios, and a portable radio and charger in this vehicle.

16



Rolling Meadows FF/PMs function under the direction of the Northwest 
Community Hospital EMS System and receive a minimum of thirty (30) 
hours of Continuing Education Units (CEUs) annually. These CEUs 
address Adult and Pediatric ALS and BLS Care, they require maintenance 
of a current American Heart Association CPR card, and completion of 
annual competencies in Bloodborne Pathogens Exposure Risk. This 
Standard is a minimum, RMFD Paramedics far exceed these 
requirements.

To maintain our superior level of service to the community, our EMS 
Committee Members attend monthly meetings at Northwest 
Community Hospital including: 

• Provider EMS Coordinator (PEMSC)
• Provider Based Quality Improvement (PBQI) 
• Computer Aided Reporting System (CARS)
• Continuing Education
• Research and Development
• Advisory Board
• Emergency Preparedness

BC DAN
KUSEK

FF/PM NICHOLE
JUNGE

FF/PM MARK
HAYDEN

FF/PM MATT
CAPPELEN

FF/PM ANDRE
HALL

BC BEN
DWYER

LT RYAN
LETTIERI

FF/PM STEVE
ZUREK

LT ADAM
TAYLOR

FF/PM MATT
BOHNEN

The Rolling Meadows Fire Department 
EMS Division continually strives to provide 
the highest level of care for our residents 
and visitors alike.
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FF/PM 
JUSTIN KIM

FF/PM
DUSTY PSAILA

THE ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE DEPARTMENT MEMBERS
ARE ALL ILLINOIS STATE CERTIFIED PARAMEDICS. 
This structure allows our department to staff two Advanced Life Support 
(ALS) Transport Ambulances, one ALS Non-Transport-Engine, and one ALS 
Non-Transport Fire Truck on a daily basis. One ALS Non-Transport Engine, 
one ALS Medium-Duty Squad, and one fully equipped ALS Transport 
Ambulance stand ready in reserve status should they be needed. Our 
Reserve Ambulance is utilized for special events and is available should a 
front-line ambulance require repair or maintenance.



CONTINUOUS TRAINING REMAINS A CORNERSTONE OF OUR OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE. 
Through education and various daily training opportunities, we continue to 
maximize our efforts to reduce response times and increase the expertise 
and efficiency of our response. 

In 2024,  personnel training totaled 13,500 hours. The focus was on State 
Recertifications that are due to expire in 2025. The State Recertification 
process ensures all members maintain their knowledge, skills, and abilities.  

We have increased our live fire training from twice a year to three times a 
year in 2024.  This process focused on high rise and multi-unit structures.  
Our priority is to remain sharp and ready to respond safely, effectively, and 
efficiently as a team to any emergency. 
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IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FIRE CHIEF BY ILLINOIS STATE STATUTE (425 
ILCS 25) TO ENSURE THAT THE CAUSE AND ORIGIN OF EVERY FIRE IS
INVESTIGATED. This responsibility has been designated to the Fire 
Investigations Team (FIT). Our Investigators’ are certified by the 
Illinois Office of the State Fire Marshal with the completion of 120-
hour fire investigation instruction.  This Certification has been 
maintained with 100 hours of Continuing Education (CE) through 
classes, seminars, and investigations of fire incidents.

During an investigation, the evidence from the scene is evaluated, 
the fire room and its contents are reconstructed, interviews are 
conducted, scene sketches are created, and photographs of the 
scene are taken. Depending on the size and scope of the fire, 
assistance from the MABAS Fire Investigations Committee, the 
State Fire Marshal’s Office, and/or the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms (ATF) can be deployed. We also have the ability 
deploy Inverness Fire and Palatine Fire Departments; Rolling 
Meadows Fire also responds to Palatine and Inverness through the 
same process.

In 2024, the Rolling Meadows FIT investigated several fires 
including one which we called upon the Office of the State Fire 
Marshal, and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms. The 
cause of this investigated fire was determined arson, and the 
person to be responsible was identified.

In 2024, Lt. Chris Lee obtained the Fire and Explosion Investigator 
Certification through the National Association of Fire Investigators 
(NAFI).  

LT CHRIS
LEE

FF/PM BEN
KAMMINGA

BC DAN
KUSEK

LT ROBERT
RABELHOFER

FF/PM MATT
BOHNEN

FF/PM PAUL
DAVIS
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THE ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE DEPARTMENT HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TEAM
(HAZMAT) HAD AN ACTIVE YEAR IN 2024.  Our HazMat Team consists of 
six (6) members, three (3) of which are on the Deployable Roster 
for MABAS Division I.  Over the past year, MABAS team members 
participated in quarterly large-scale training drills and trained on 
and off-duty several times per year.

Training topics in 2024 included: 
• HazMat Rapid Intervention
• Metering
• Substance Identification and Collection

In 2024, Rolling Meadows crews responded to 78 HazMat 
incidents including: 
• Gas Leaks
• Carbon Dioxide Hazard
• Chemical Hazard
• Carbon Monoxide Hazard
• Electrical Wiring/Equipment Issues
• Overheated Motors
• Electric Power Line Down
• Arcing, Shorted Electrical Equipment
• Building Collapse

FF/PM CHAD
LOVICK

FF/PM TIM KING

FF/PM STEVE
ZUREK

FF/PM ZACH
WYNVEEN

FF/PM JAVIER
SALGADO

FF/PM 
JEROME BRAULT

We welcomed two (2) members to the team including FF/PM Jerome 
Brault and FF/PM Javier Salgado. Training for our new members 
includes (80) eighty hours of instruction as part of the State 
Certification Process. Members continue to attend quarterly meetings 
to stay proficient in their specialty areas.

Squad 15 now 
holds equipment 
for any type of 
HazMat incident 
including a Dry 
Decon Unit to 
simplify the 
process and 
increase 
efficiency for all 
involved.
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THE ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE DEPARTMENT TECHNICAL RESCUE TEAM MEMBERS ARE TRAINED IN
SPECIALIZED AREAS OF RESCUE INCLUDING ROPE, CONFINED SPACE, TRENCH, AND STRUCTURAL COLLAPSE. 
Our six (6) members are part of a larger MABAS Division I TRT roster which is comprised of 
fifteen (15) MABAS Division I Rescuers. Upon completion of eight (8) technical rescue 
instruction classes, members achieve the Technician Level in each of the four (4) rescue 
disciplines.  Three (3) of our members have achieved this level of expertise.

Illinois Task Force 1 Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Team or IL-TF1 is modeled after and 
compliant with FEMA Type 1 US&R Standards.  IL-TF1 includes 240 members divided into 
platoons, all self-sustaining for 72-hour deployments. This Team provides heavy 
construction search and rescue capabilities, internal planning, logistics, structural stability 
assessment, medical, and hazardous materials monitoring.  Two (2) of our members are 
included on this roster.

In 2024, the Rolling Meadows Fire Department Technical Rescue Team accomplished the 
following:

• FF/PM Matt Bohnen is now included on the MABAS Division I TRT training roster.
• FF/PM Tim Drain is included on the MABAS Division I TRT deployment roster.
• Lt. Rob Rabelhofer and FF/PM John Loesch Jr. moved from the MABAS Division I TRT 

deployment roster to the IL-TF1 USAR Team.  FF/PM Loesch joined the Team as a   
Rescue Specialist and Lt. Rabelhofer as a Logistics Specialist.  Both are eligible to deploy 
with the USAR Team.  

• In August of 2024, FF/PM Tim Drain deployed with the MABAS Division I TRT Team to the 
Chicago Public Safety Academy for the Democratic National Convention on a 12-hour 
standby.  Lt. Rob Rabelhofer also participated in DNC standby operations as a member of 
IL-TF1.  

• FF/PM Tim Drain, FF/PM Matt Bohnen, and Lt. Rob Rabelhofer attended a Tower Rescue 
Technician course.  This 40-hour course prepares rescuers to respond to incidents 
involving communication and radio towers along with other man made structures. 

• Lt. Rob Rabelhofer attend 40-hour Logistics Specialist training through IL-TF1 equipping 
him expertise to respond to a disaster or planned event.

LT ROB
RABELHOFER

LT JOHN
PALMISANO

LT  CHRIS
LEE

FF/PM JOHN
LOESCH JR

FF/PM TIM
DRAIN

FF/PM MATT
BOHNEN

In 2024 the Rolling Meadows Fire Department purchased additional 
equipment to further provide safe and efficient methods of technical rescue:

Life safety rope – purchased due to old rope reaching end of life (10 years)
Descent control devices – safer and more efficient operation on rope
Harnesses – purchased due to old harnesses reaching end of life (10 years) 
Patient packaging – allows for safe packaging and removal of victims at 
height
Confined space rescue equipment – increased capability
Arcair torch – ability to cut through numerous types of metal and concrete
Paratech struts – additional stabilization of buildings, trenches, vehicles, etc.
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THE DEPARTMENT ADDED THREE (3) NEW
DIVERS IN 2024 INCLUDING FF/PM PAUL
DAVIS, LT. MIKE MULLANEY, AND FF/PM 
CHARLIE MYERS (SHOWN TO THE RIGHT).  
The Swiftwater Team participated in 
various MABAS Division I training 
exercises including an 8-hour drill held 
on the Fox River at the Algonquin Dam 
as shown below.  The drill included 
team members expediting victim 
rescue. The Swiftwater Team will 
continue to train to enhance our skills 
and efficiency with MABAS Division I 
and our neighboring departments.  

The Water Rescue Team will provide sub-surface search and rescue to 
Rolling Meadows residents and surrounding communities.  The team is 
comprised of rescue-divers who continuously work to improve efficiency.

LT JOHN
PALMISANO

BC BEN
DWYER

FF/PM BEN
KAMMINGA

FF/PM PAUL
DAVIS

LT MIKE
MULLANEY

FF/PM CHARLIE
MYERS

FF/PM
DUSTY PSAILA

FF/PM 
NICHOLAS

MANN
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Photos  Courtesy of 
American Heart Association

THE ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE DEPARTMENT IS PROUD TO DELIVER THE BEST
PRACTICES AND LATEST TECHNIQUES ENDORSED BY THE AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Our Certified Instructors offer training that is designed to 
readily equip participants to promptly recognize life-threatening 
emergencies, and when appropriate respond with confidence to perform 
this life-saving skill when it is needed most, when seconds count.  

The department will continue to teach this essential life saving skill to 
citizens, corporations, doctor’s offices, day care centers’, and teachers as 
needed.  

In 2024, our instructors provided CPR/AED training to over 500 
individuals.  
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FF/PM STEVE
ZUREK

FF/PM JAVIER
SALGADO

FF/PM PAUL
DAVIS

FF/PM MATT
CAPPELEN

FF/PM ANDRE
HALL

FF/PM MIKE
BAUMGART



THE ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE DEPARTMENT FIRE PREVENTION
BUREAU’S RESPONSIBILITY IS TO INSPECT THE OCCUPANCIES AND
BUILDINGS WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION WITH THE INTENT TO PREVENT
FIRES FROM STARTING, AND ULTIMATELY, PREVENT FIRE LOSS.

FIRE INSPECTIONS
Performing fire inspections can reduce the potential of a 
fire from occurring and keep fire safety at the forefront of 
business owners’ and property managers’ planning and 
programming. Decreasing loss to a business is important to 
us all.  

OCCUPANCY INSPECTIONS
Inspections of commercial, multi-family residential, and 
industrial occupancies are performed to maintain the 
health, safety, and general welfare of all concerned.  A 
greater percentage of the inspections in our City have been 
performed with the help of off-duty firefighter-inspectors.

PRE-PLANNING AND SAFETY INSPECTIONS
Performing inspections are important to the firefighters as 
the information obtained during an inspection is recorded 
within the building’s pre-plan.  These details, in the hands 
of our crews, provide for a safe and efficient response to 
an emergency. 

RESIDENTIAL SAFETY AWARENESS
On-duty fire personnel perform the initial fire inspection 
on multi-family residential occupancies and observe 
conditions that may affect firefighting tactics. Our 
firefighters communicate the importance of maintaining a 
fire-safe environment to the public on a daily basis.
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FF/PM Lance Neuses
2024 Illinois Fire Safety Alliance Life Safety Award 
Recognizing the Exceptional Accomplishments of 
Fire Prevention in the Community



THE ROLLING MEADOWS FOREIGN FIRE TAX FUND RECEIVES REVENUE VIA ILLINOIS
STATE STATUTE (65 ILCS 5/11-10-1) WHICH MANDATES INSURANCE COMPANIES
HEADQUARTERED OUTSIDE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS TO PAY A FEE NOT EXCEEDING
2% OF GROSS RECEIPTS RECEIVED FROM FIRE INSURANCE ON PROPERTIES IN ILLINOIS
THAT HAVE ESTABLISHED FIRE DEPARTMENTS. Per the Statute, money is 
collected by the Illinois Municipal League for distribution.  This revenue 
has an elected Foreign Fire Insurance Board to manage the distribution 
of the Funds. Fire departments that are eligible to receive this Fund, 
provide services for municipalities with fewer than 500,000 residents. 
The Rolling Meadows Foreign Fire Tax Board is authorized to expend the 
Funds for the following purposes:

• Personnel expenditures for safety devices or education;
• Personnel expenditures for training or training materials;
• Personnel expenditures for health or physical fitness;
• Furniture, appliances, and other materials necessary for personnel at 

the firehouse; 
• Specialized equipment as appropriate to support daily operations and 

essential functions.

Major purchases in 2024 included:
• Custom firehouse kitchen tables, Station 15 and Station 16
• Exothermic portable cutting torch for Squad 15
• Dri-fit workout shirts for each department member
• Rogue Rowers for the workout rooms
• Running/Workout Shoes for each department member
• Backpacks/duffel bags for each department member

FF/PM MATT BOHNEN
PRESIDENT

FF/PM 
BRYAN EARL

TRUSTEE

FF/PM 
PAUL DAVIS

TRUSTEE

FF/PM CHARLIE MYERS
TREASURER

CHIEF
PETER SUTTER

EX-OFFICIO
MEMBER

FF/PM JAVIER SALGADO
SECRETARY

FF/PM 
NICHOLAS MANN

TRUSTEE

27

Board Members complete required ethics 
training through the Illinois Attorney 
General’s Office and are responsible for 
each purchase made by the Fund.
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ROGUE ROWER EQUIPMENT

DEPARTMENT KITCHEN 
TABLE



IN 2024, THE ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE DEPARTMENT HONOR GUARD
PARTICIPATED IN NUMEROUS DISTRICT DRILLS. Members attended The AFFI 
Annual Honor Guard Convention in Peoria, Illinois.  During the 
Convention, members participated in numerous trainings, meetings, 
and seminars regarding the responsibilities of the Guard. 

The Guard led the City of Rolling Meadows Memorial Day Parade 
alongside the Rolling Meadows Police Department Honor Guard 
members. The Honor Guard also led the Rolling Meadows Memorial 
Day Ceremony.  Members presented colors prior to the Local 3075 
Union Meeting and the 9/11 Memorial Ceremony held at BluSky
Restoration.  

In 2024, Zach Wynveen assumed the responsibilities of Honor Guard 
Commander where he is now responsible for overseeing the duties of 
the Honor Guard.  Members also completed multiple training sessions 
throughout the State and participated in several memorial and funeral 
services for fallen firefighters.

LT CHRIS
LEE

FF/PM MATT
BOHNEN

FF/PM LANCE
NEUSES

FF/PM MIKE
BAUMGART

FF/PM MATT
CAPPELEN

FF/PM DAN
CHEVAL

LT ROB
RABELHOFER

FF/PM ZACH
WYNVEEN

FF/PM MARK
HAYDEN

LT RYAN
LETTIERI
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2024 HONOR GUARD CONVENTION



Over the past year, the Rolling Meadows Fire 
Department hosted the ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE and various 
TOUCH-A-TRUCK events. Crews visited preschool and 
grade school classes and welcomed students on HIGH
FIVE FRIDAYS. The LOCAL 3075 ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST
kicked off Spring. Our Community Risk Reduction team 
attended the ROLLING MEADOWS BLOCK PARTY in June, and 
continued our SAFE SENIOR MONTHLY MEETING
PROGRAM. Local 3075 sponsored a SENIOR BBQ 
LUNCHEON.  The department participated in the ANNUAL
TRUNK-OR-TREAT in October.  Department members, 
along with Local 3075, donated a large amount of food 
to the RMPD DECEMBER FOOD DRIVE which supports the 
Palatine Food Pantry. 

FF/PM JAVIER
SALGADO

FF/PM STEVE
ZUREK

FF/PM LANCE
NEUSES

FF/PM PAUL
DAVIS
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HIGH FIVE 
FRIDAYS

ANNUAL OPEN 
HOUSE

ANNUAL OPEN 
HOUSE

SCHOOL 
VISIT

RM BLOCK 
PARTY
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ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE DEPARTMENT LOCAL 3075 
MADE A LARGE FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION this past year 
to assist with funding participants at the ILLINOIS
FIRE SAFETY ALLIANCE CAMP I AM ME BURN CAMP.

On an annual basis, the Department participates in 
the MEMORIAL DAY PARADE, VETERANS DINNER AND
CEREMONY, and the 4TH OF JULY PARADE.
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SENIOR BBQ LUNCHEON

LOCAL 3075 
CONTRIBUTION TO 
CAMP I AM ME

SHOP WITH A HERO

SCHOOL VISIT
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